
 

CHAIRMAN REPORT 

General Meeting to be held on 08 December 2022 

 

Welcome to Birak, the season of the young. A time of fledglings and reptiles shedding their 

skin. A season represented by the colour red, symbolic of heat, sun and fire. A time 

traditionally used to burn country in mosaic patterns and to share stories on hunting yonga 

(kangaroo) and the movement of the mobs. 

 

Since we last met, I have attended the National NRM Chairs Conference held in Margaret 

River at the beginning of November. There was an air of optimism circulating among the 

Chairs with what appears to be a refreshing Federal Government emphasis on the 

environment. Minister Plibersek has a focus on transformational change including re-writing 

environmental management laws, a significant step-up on “no new extinctions” and an 

aspiration to protect 30% of Australia’s landmass. However, there was no update provided 

on when the RLP Guidelines will be released, so the team is getting prepared as we wait 

with bated breath! 

 

Valerie Hickey, Global Director for Environment, Natural Resources and Blue Economy, 

World Bank and Emily Gerard, Climate Change and Environment lawyer, Principle Comhar 

presented on the topic “The International and National Context- What we need to know for 

NRM”. This was a particularly fascinating presentation raising a number of issues around 

natural capital, data, standardisation, and the avoidance of greenwash. 

 

2022 has been a challenging year with Covid lingering, recruitment issues and our shed 

being out of action but despite all of these challenges PHCC is strong. We continue to boldly 

uphold our vision, people working together for a healthy environment. Whether it be the 

Wetlands Weekender, the on-ground support for our agricultural community, the ongoing 

monitoring, the plantings and community education, the multiple submissions and advocacy 

back by sound science we are always working for the people and our environment of our 

patch. We know we have a heavy workload ahead of us with the pending tender, Alcoa 

Public Environmental Review and the team are currently preparing a submission on the 

draft Forest Management Plan (2024-2033). I thank Jane our CEO, our fabulous professional 

staff, our volunteers and the Board for their generosity with time and support. 

 

This year we said goodbye to a number of long-standing staff, Dr Steve Fisher, Thelma 

Crook, Pat Sutton and board member Darralyn Ebsary as they moved to retirement. Their 

collective contribution to PHCC over many years has been significant and PHCC has been 

privileged to have had such talented individuals on staff.  

 

It's been a big year, so enjoy family, friends, and this amazing patch of the world that we are 

privileged to call our home.   

 

Best wishes for the Christmas break. 

 

Caroline Knight 


