
 
CHAIRMAN REPORT 

General Meeting to be held on 18 August 2022 

 

Welcome to our August meeting as we transition to warmer weather. This season heralds 

the start of the massive flowering explosion that is Djilba. Beginning with the yellows and 

creams of Acacia and then the vivid and striking blues and purples of Hardenbergia. As the 

days begin to warm our fauna will begin to reproduce and much foraging begins.  

 

Meetings and Events  

Following on from our last Board meeting in Mundijong, a number of Board Members and 

Staff took the opportunity to participate in a Jarrahdale Forest Tour. This was an 

opportunity to visit areas of forest under imminent threat due to the mining expansion and 

to gain a deeper understanding of the rehabilitation works and the impacts of replanting on 

such a large scale. 

Over the past two months I’ve spent considerable time working with the Chairs of the other 

6 NRM Regions interviewing and shortlisting an Executive Officer for NRM WA. I am 

delighted that Justin Bellanger has been appointed and begins work on the 15th of August. 

Justin comes with considerable NRM knowledge, and I believe will hit the road running as 

we aim to lift the profile of NRM in WA. 

Paddi, Marilyn and I had a fabulous meet and greet with Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) reps John Logus and Rosalind Brown on the 8th August, along 

with Mel Durack and Mick Davis. John and Rosalind were treated to a two-day tour across 

the Swan Coastal Plain, through the Forest and then up through the agricultural areas of 

Quindanning, Williams and Wandering. A big thank you to numerous Board members who 

participated, the feed back was fabulous and there was clear recognition of the great work 

our team is delivering and a need for less reporting. Fingers crossed!! 

The Talkin’ Soil Health Conference occurred on the 11th of August. A big congratulations to          

our PHCC Soil Health Champions Blythe Calnan and Gregg Hooper.  Blythe and Gregg run a 

160 ha Beef and Pastured Chicken farm in UDUC, between Myalup and Harvey.   

News 

Last month I completed our CEO’s Performance Review with the assistance of Bob and 

feedback from strategic staff and I thank everyone involved. Thankfully Jane has renewed 

her contract with us, she is such a fabulous asset to our organisation. The past year has 

been particularly challenging with the complexities of COVID across the organisation.  Jane 

has done an amazing job and I thank her very much as PHCC continues fulfilling our 

contractual obligations to such a high standard as well as the incredible diversity of 

community support that PHCC provides across our patch. 



 
In case you didn’t hear, the National State of the Environment Report 2021 was released 

last month with the key findings being: 

• In a rapidly changing climate, with unsustainable development and use of resources, 

the general outlook for our environment is deteriorating 

• Immediate action with innovative management and collaboration can turn things 

around 

• Indigenous knowledge and connections to Country are vital for sustainability and 

healing Australia 

• Environmental decline affects the wellbeing of Australians 

https://soe.dcceew.gov.au 

Never has there been such an urgent need for people to coming together to work for a 

healthy environment and it’s a reminder of the importance of the work that our staff carry 

out across our catchment. However, it’s important to acknowledge the emotional toll that  

people in the not for profit sector endure giving their all while the bigger system appears to 

be failing Australia’s unique biodiversity. 

On a positive note, PHCC is hosting the EPA Board on the 19th to give then an overview of 

our patch and discuss challenges facing our patch. Two small aircraft will be used to so that 

a landscape scale view of our catchment is possible. 

 

Kind regards 

Caroline Knight 
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