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Welcome to the season of Djeran with its dewy damp mornings and cooler night air. The 
landscape is already beginning to green. Banksia is in flower providing an important food 
source for nectaivorous animals, including birds, bats, rats, possums, bees and 
invertebrates. 
 
Did you know that in Western Australia banksia cone fossils with an age of between 47.8 
and 41.2 million years have been discovered? 
 
Meetings and Events 
 
Despite the ongoing challenges thrown forward by the pandemic PHCC continues to 
flourish, the last two months have certainly been busy. 
 
Our last coming together on the 17th of February for the Strategic Meeting included a 
number of thought-provoking topics that really held people’s interest and the feedback has 
been very positive. I thank staff for pulling together such an impressive line up of speakers 
in the field of Carbon, an area which I think would have held us all captive for days! 
 
On the 28th of Feb, Jane and I met with Matthew Tonts Chair of the EPA. He was generous 
with his time discussing his desire to see a more strategic approach to EPA reviews and 
acknowledging the death by a thousand cuts that the Swan Coastal Plain is experiencing. 
Other topics of discussion were, offsets, hydrology, mining.  
 
Our quarterly catchup with City of Mandurah Mayor Rhys Williams and CEO Mark Newman 
occurred on the 2Nd of March with our lease and the shed situation dominating the meeting. 
 
There have been several meetings with internal committees, a working group has reviewed 
the format for our fabulous Wetland Weekender Festival to ensure we can deliver this event 
and reduce workload for staff. Our Finance and Audit committee have also met several 
times as we progress the Finance Transition Plan. 
 
Given the upcoming Federal election Jane and I met with Amanda Hunt, WA Labor’s 
Candidate for Canning, to provide an overview of PHCC and discuss our election ask if real 
landscape scale environmental healing is to be achieved. It was a positive discussion; she 
was shocked to learn that not-for-profit organisations working in the environmental 
restoration space must stump up their own equity to deliver projects before being paid and 
the level of reporting that is required on an ongoing basis. 
  



 
News 
 
If you haven’t already had the chance, I recommend having a look at PHCC’s Objection 
Statement to Rio Tinto’s Exploration Application for the Jarrah Forest which is available on 
our submissions page. It is incredibly well written highlighting the fragility and the 
importance of this precious biodiverse and globally unique landscape to all of us. 
 
Our “Bindjareb Boodja Landscapes: A Strategy for Natural Resource Management in the 
Peel-Harvey Region, Western Australia”, is live on our webpage and is an incredible 
resource. Please spread the word to others. 
 
To date unless I’m mistaken there has been very little public discussion from our political 
parties about the importance of a healthy environment and where it sits in their funding 
priorities.  
 
Thank you to the board members who give so generously of their time especially on our 
numerous committees, your input is so valuable to PHCC. And finally, a big thank you to our 
Deputy Chair, Darralyn, for her ongoing support to me. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Caroline Knight 
 
 
 
 
 
 


