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Science & Waterways REPORT  
PHCC General Meeting – 28 April 2022 

Steve Fisher, Operations Manager, Science & Waterways 

RLP – Wetlands and people: A community restoring the ecological character of the Peel-Yalgorup 

Ramsar 482 Wetlands (The Ramsar Project)            Nov 2018 – June 2023 $4,996,221 

Year 4 Reporting - Coordinated by Steve Fisher 

 Submitted the Year 4 (2021 - 2022) Quarter 3 Outputs Report in MERIT.  The progress to 31 March 2022 

against the required services for the financial year (completed / target) are as follows:  

- 3 / 5 baseline data sets collected and/or synthesized  

- 59 / 70 communications material published 

- 1 / 1 conferences / seminars 

- 3 / 3 field days held 

- 7 / 12 on-ground works for community (to complement works within Ramsar Site) 

- 28 / 28 community engagement training /workshop events 

- 28 / 50 ha controlling access  

- 74 / 74 ha treated for pest animals, initial 

- 90 / 90 ha treated for pest animals, follow up (monitoring, baiting & trapping foxes, feral cats) 

- 17 / 17 days maintaining monitoring regimes 

- 3 / 3 annual fauna surveys conducted  

- 1 / 1 flora surveys conducted 

- 8 / 8 negotiations with community, landholders, farmers, traditional owners, industry groups 

- 210 / 260 days of project planning and delivery  

- 14 / 14 planning and delivery documents for delivery of the project services 

- 34 / 80 ha of initial weed removal  

- 70 / 70 ha of follow-up weed removal  

- 0 / 15 ha of revegetated habitat maintained 

- 10 / 10 Water quality Surveys conducted 

- 0/1 Weed distribution survey conducted 

 

 We are on track with most activities and confident that we will complete all of the outstanding outputs 

(shown in red) before 30 June. 

Farewell Rick James, Mike Griffiths and Charlie Jones 

 

It’s been a tumultuous time for the Science and Waterways team with Rick James, Mike Griffiths and Charlie 

Jones all leaving us to take on new challenges. Thanks to each of you for the huge contributions you’ve 

made during your time at PHCC.  

Rick coordinated the Science and Management component of the “Wetlands and People” project with his 

greatest achievement being the implementation of surface and groundwater monitoring at the Yalgorup 

Lakes and Lake McLarty and investigations of acid sulfate soils at Lake McLarty, all of which are 

fundamental to helping us manage the Ramsar Site in the face of climate change. Rick left us on 25 February 

to restart his career as a sole-trader in environmental consultancy. 
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Left: “Ramsar Rick” James and Heidi Bucktin dipping a groundwater bore at Lake McLarty to measure level  
Right: Mike Griffiths (aka “Weed Hitman”) amongst the bones of woody weeds he has arranged to kill in 
the Yalgorup National Park 
 

Mike delivered the on-ground component of the “Wetlands and People” project, resulting in better 

management to protect more than 1700 ha of the Ramsar Site 482 and adjacent privately owned 

properties over the first four years of the project through weed control, pest animal control, controlling 

human access, revegetation and debris removal. Mike left us on 1 April to take up a position doing similar 

good work in the Margaret River catchment.  

 

Charlie Jones – a champion for the wise use of our Ramsar 482 wetlands 

Charlie was our Community Engagement Coordinator for the “Wetlands and People” project. Although 

Charlie was with us for only 18 months or so, she left an indelible mark on our community through her 

delivery of more than 50 events including the annual National Shorebird Counts and Wetland Weekender 

festivals promoting the wise use of our wetlands to literally thousands of community members. In 

2021/2022 alone Charlie’s community engagement events attracted 2022 community members! Charlie is 

leaving us on 27 April to take up a position at Malcolm Robb’s Aquatic Science Branch at DWER, engaging 
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with the various delivery partners in the Healthy Estuaries WA initiative (including PHCC), so will still remain 

active in protecting our waterways. 

Recruitment of Wetlands Restoration Officer 

We have completed a recruitment campaign for the Wetlands Restoration Officer position vacated by Mike 

Griffiths., from which we selected Katy Montgomery as the successful candidate. Thanks to Renee Barton, 

Jesse Rowley, Bec MacKenzie and Bob Pond for your help with this process. We’ll circulate a short biography 

and photograph of Katy when she commences with PHCC on 2 May. 

 

Ramsar Component 1: Science and Collaborative Management 

Managed by Rick James, Coordinator Wetlands Science and Management supported by Steve Fisher 

 Yalgorup Lakes Surface Water Quality Monitoring (YLSWQM) Program 

- The (monthly) data were compiled into a draft report by Rick James containing the surface water 

chemistry, lake water level measurements and field observations for each site over the two-year 

duration of the monitoring program (Dec 2019-Dec 2021). 

-  The report includes a comparison with historical data for Lake Pollard and recommendations for 

further monitoring and data analysis. 

 
Extract from The Yalgorup Lakes Surface Water Quality monitoring report Dec 2019-2021 showing the 

seasonal variation in salinity at Lake Pollard and the increase in salinity from 1984 to 2020. 

 

- This information contributed to PHCC’s submission opposing the proposal to construct and operate 

a limestone quarry near Lake Pollard (Doyle’s Quarry) – see also 1FTE Science Advisor report 

(providing advice). 

 

 Assessing the condition of the Lake Clifton thrombolite community 

- An agreement between PHCC and University of WA to undertake detailed hydrological assessments 

at Lake Clifton entitled “Lake Clifton water and salt Budgets as major drivers of thrombolite survival” 

was executed by both parties on 11 March. 

- The first round of sampling of groundwater, lake water, rain water and surface water seeps was 

completed by UWA staff in the first week of April: 
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o Water samples from 33 locations were analysed in situ to determine electrical conductivity, 

dissolved oxygen, pH and temperature 

o Samples from each location were also collected for chemical analysis in the laboratory to 

determine ionic balance, nutrients and stable isotopes δ2H (H2O), δ18O (H2O), δ34S(SO4), 

δ18O(SO4), δ15N(NO3), δ18O(NO3) 

o  Water table level and groundwater salinity profiles were measured in situ in the network of 

bores installed in December 2021. 

- Sampling is scheduled to take place at 3-monthly intervals so the next round of sampling will be in 

July. 

Ramsar Component 2: Wetlands & People (Community Engagement) 

Managed by Charlie Jones, Coordinator, Ramsar Community Engagement 

 

- Communications 

- Article about the shorebird count published in the WA Parks Foundation’s “Our Parks” e-news: 

https://www.ourwaparks.org.au/record-number-of-volunteers-join-annual-peel-yalgorup-

shorebird-count/  

- Article about the shorebird count published in DBCA’s Bushland News: 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%2

0121%20Autumn%202022.pdf  

- Various Facebook and Twitter posts  

- Series of videos with talks from wetlands champions filmed at the Dandjoo Gabi Wonga Sundowner 

in 2021 are being published weekly on the PHCC Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil/videos/  

- Wattle & Quoll Article March 2022 about new visitor area at the Lake Clifton Lime Kiln: https://peel-

harvey.org.au/new-way-to-explore-lake-clifton/  

 
- Events  

- Clean up the Peel Month throughout March 2022 with 366 participants across 17 events collecting 

more than 1,900 kg of litter.  

- Shorebirds presentation and craft activities with Mandurah Scout Group’s Manna Unit, followed 

by two guided birdwatching tours at Creery Wetlands with Sarah from Ways to Nature (February 

and March 2022).  

- Knowledge sharing/ networking event for environmental educators held online in March 2022, 

featuring presentations from scholarship recipients funded by the PHCC to attend the national 

environmental education conference that was held in Mandurah in September last year.   

- Celebration Event for Shorebird Count volunteers where PHCC reported back on the data they 

collected, and BirdLife WA’s Jeremy Ringma provided an overview of shorebird monitoring in WA 

(held online in March 2022).  

- PHCC Community Engagement Steering Committee meeting held in March followed by several 

Working Group meetings to inform and commence planning for Wetlands Weekender 2022.  

https://www.ourwaparks.org.au/record-number-of-volunteers-join-annual-peel-yalgorup-shorebird-count/
https://www.ourwaparks.org.au/record-number-of-volunteers-join-annual-peel-yalgorup-shorebird-count/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil/videos/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/new-way-to-explore-lake-clifton/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/new-way-to-explore-lake-clifton/
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Shorebirds themed educational activities with the Mandurah Scout Group’s Manna Unit. 

 

PHCC’s Jesse and Charlie got involved with the efforts for Clean Up the Peel Month during March. 

 

Ramsar Component 3: On-Ground 

Managed and delivered by Mike Griffiths, Wetlands Restoration Officer with support from Renée Barton, 

Program Manager, Healthy Waterways 

 

- Community Engagement – On-ground works 

- Two projects were completed: 

o PHCC engaged a contractor on behalf of the Lake Mealup Preservation Society to undertake 

a fox control program at the Lake Mealup bushland property in March: 9 foxes were 

removed.  

o A cash contribution was provided complementing funding from the Healthy Estuaries WA 

initiative to support a landholder to install 1.6 km fence to exclude livestock from a 

vegetated drain to (i) improve water quality by reducing nutrients excreted by livestock and 

sediment from erosion and (ii) protect native vegetation. 

- Projects in progress 

o Control of Bulrush (Typha orientalis) at Lake McLarty in collaboration with the Friends of 

Lake McLarty and DBCA. DBCA completed slashing the Bulrush in March. PHCC has 

formalised an agreement with a weed-control contractor to undertake spraying of the 

regrowth in late April to early May.  

o Seedlings and guards/stakes ordered for Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway Event on June 12. 
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- Weed control 

- The outstanding 46 ha of (initial) weed control for 2021/22 is currently underway through an 

agreement with a weed contractor to undertake initial Spiny Rush (Juncus acutis) and Cotton Bush 

control at Lake Preston and Yalgorup national Park near Myalup (Ludlow Road) and to perform 

follow-up treatment in adjacent areas that have been previously treated in 2020 and 2021. 

- The initial weed control is scheduled for completion by 30 April. 

 

 

Cotton Bush at southern edge of bushland at Yalgorup National Park, Ludlow Road (September 2021) 
 

- Revegetation maintenance 

- A Request for Quote has been circulated for maintenance of the Lake McLarty and Lake Clifton 

(North-West) revegetation areas, including removal /tidying up of old tree guards and site 

preparation for infill planting. 

- Seedlings for in-fill planting have been ordered. 

 

- Access Control 

- A Request for Quote is being developed for construction of a fence south of the Birchmont boat 

ramp where unauthorised 4WD vehicles are being driven through bushland to access the estuary 

foreshore.  

 

- Communications 

- PHCC Wattle & Quoll e-news article (2022 Boonaroo Edition) – “Reducing threats to our Ramsar 

Site 482” a summary of the recent on-ground works undertaken through this project. 

- Social media posts 

o Tweet (22 March) illustrating the occurrence and extent of Spiny Rush at Lake Preston and 

promoting the efforts made through this project to control this invasive weed over the past 

three years through initial and follow up treatment. 

o Tweet 22 March showing the success of control of woody weeds on privately-owned 

property abutting Ramsar Site 482 at Lake Clifton delivered through community 

engagement-on ground works Project Service. 
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o Facebook post-slashing and application of herbicide to control the spread of Typha orientalis 

at Lake McLarty with the Friends of Lake McLarty delivered through community 

engagement-on ground works Project Service. 

Alcoa Foundation: Healing Bilya - Restoring the Murray and Serpentine Rivers 

           Dec 2020 – Dec 2023 $600,000 US 

Managed by Jesse Rowley (Healthy Waterways Officer), supported by Rebecca Mackenzie (Healthy Estuaries 

Officer) 

- Monitoring and Evaluation: 

- A further two vegetation condition monitoring sites using the National Vegetation Information 

System (NVIS) methodology have been established along the Murray River. These sites will help to 

assess changes in vegetation condition over time and will be monitored pre and post restoration 

works. 

- 1 site within the sandy areas at the Karu Bilya Restoration project site 

- 1 site within George Brook Reserve 

 

- River Action Plans (Murray River): 

- Fieldwork has been completed for the Middle Murray River (a total of 9 reaches!) which included 

taking over 40 surface water quality readings which have been shared with the Department of 

Water and Environmental Regulation.  

- Completion of both the Lower and Mid-Murray River Action Plans is expected by end of July 2022. 

 

- Events: 

- Three clean up events have been completed in collaboration with the Shire of Murray, Friends of 

Rivers, Peel and Saint Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Pinjarra.  

- Through these events, approximately 720 kg of rubbish was removed (including 600 kg removed 

from parts of the lower Murray River alone.) 

- Two cultural consultations including an on-site meeting to explain proposed on-ground works at 

the Karu Bilya Restoration project site situated on the Serpentine River just south of Karnup Road.  

o Franklyn Nannup, Angus Walley and George Walley are in support of on-ground works 

taking place to improve the ecological health of the Serpentine River 

o The team are now currently in discussion with DPLH to gain formal approval to undertake 

planned works such as weed control, revegetation and fencing. 

 

- Communications: 

- Media Release in progress spotlighting the Murray River Action Plans 

- Planning underway to work with the Winjan Rangers and Traditional Owners to design and install 

cultural heritage signage at the Karu Bilya Restoration project site 

- Planning underway to work with the Shire of Murray to design and install signage at Jeegarnyeejip 

Island to acknowledge the restoration works taking place later this year. 

- Edition #18 Wattle and Quoll article “Protecting the Murray River” : https://peel-

harvey.org.au/protecting-the-murray-river/  

- Edition #19 Wattle and Quoll article “Removing Feral Pigs to Improve the Health of our 

Waterways”: https://peel-harvey.org.au/removing-feral-pigs-to-improve-the-health-of-our-

waterways/  

https://peel-harvey.org.au/protecting-the-murray-river/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/protecting-the-murray-river/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/removing-feral-pigs-to-improve-the-health-of-our-waterways/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/removing-feral-pigs-to-improve-the-health-of-our-waterways/
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Left: Jesse and Bec with St Joseph’s Primary School students cleaning up rubbish 

Right: River action plan assessments in sections of the Middle Murray River 

From left to right; Jennie Beeson, Angus Walley, George Walley and Jesse Rowley meeting on-site at the Karu 

Bilya Restoration project site to discuss proposed on-ground works to improve the ecological condition of the 

Serpentine River. 
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Department of Water and Environmental Regulation – Healthy Estuaries WA 

Stream Restoration Project       Dec 2020 –2023    $904,000 

Managed by Rebecca Mackenzie (Healthy Estuaries Officer) and supported by Jesse Rowley (Healthy Waterways 

Officer) 

-On-grounds Activities 

- Two Landholder Fencing Project Agreements complete and acquitted-contributing a total of 2.6 km 

toward 40 km target over the next 3 years. 

- A further 2.5 km of fencing in the planning stages received as applications progressing to 

agreements. 

- Officers attended several site visits engaging farmers in further potential fencing and revegetation 

projects. 

- Officers completing potential revegetation project plans for two landholdings as part of the stream 

restoration project.  

- Officer Rebecca Mackenzie attending QGIS training in Augusta hosted by Lower Blackwood LCDC. 

- Sustainable Agriculture soil testing landholders targeted and contacted for expressions of interest 

in fencing and revegetation. 

- Ongoing discussions with farmers and landholders to gain insight and information regarding stock 

management and access in the context of fencing waterways through Healthy Estuaries WA Stream 

Restoration program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pleased landholder Rod Pullin showing Officer Rebecca Mackenzie his recently installed fencing made possible 

with the Healthy Estuaries WA Stream restoration fencing and revegetation funding he received. 

- Communications 
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- Expressions of Interest flyer revised and added to the PHCC Website to assist with recruitment of 

landholders for uptake of the funding opportunity for fencing and revegetation activities. 

- Wattle and Quoll article promoting benefits to farmers/landholders of fencing and revegetating 

their waterways. https://mailchi.mp/ac52b187a43c/wattle-quoll-14211312?e=4b2b08037a  

- Facebook Post showcasing a local landholder’s successful Stream Restoration Fencing Project. 

https://business.facebook.com/latest/posts/scheduled_posts?asset_id=370314669691553&nav_ref

=pages_classic_isolated_section_ppt  

Project Reference Group 

- The next Project Reference Group Meeting is scheduled for May 2022 with Renee Barton and 

Rebecca Mackenzie to attend. 

 
Royalties for Regions – Peel-Harvey Estuary Grants  Jun 2018 – Sep 2021    $750,000 
Managed by Jesse Rowley and Steve Fisher,  

 

 Report submitted to DPIRD for Quarter 3 on 14 April showing all funds completely expended 

 To complete the project, the Final report showing achievements against the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan 

(developed at the commencement of the project) will be completed as soon as possible and sent to the 

Auditor with the financial report. 

 

Shire of Murray Annual Funding       (July 2019 – June 2024) 
Managed by Jesse Rowley, Healthy Waterways Officer 
 

 Nothing to report. 

State NRM: Saving Lake McLarty Phase 1: addressing acidification, hydrology and habitats 

March 2019 – June 2022   $350,859 

Managed by Rick James, supported by Jennie Beeson 

- Lake McLarty Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS) Investigation 

- Monthly groundwater levels were measured at all bores  

- Heidi Bucktin (DBCA) and Carey Johnston (DWER) assisted with the March groundwater level 

measurements. The ongoing groundwater monitoring program was discussed for when PHCC’s 

involvement in the project finishes in June 2022. 

- Published an article in Wattle & Quoll article April 2022 https://peel-harvey.org.au/question-when-

is-a-lake-not-a-lake/ 

- The results of the Acid Sulfate Soils Investigation were presented at the Ramsar 482 TAG meeting on 

24 March. 

- Flow Augmentation Feasibility Study 

- Final report received in March 2022 

 

https://mailchi.mp/ac52b187a43c/wattle-quoll-14211312?e=4b2b08037a
https://business.facebook.com/latest/posts/scheduled_posts?asset_id=370314669691553&nav_ref=pages_classic_isolated_section_ppt
https://business.facebook.com/latest/posts/scheduled_posts?asset_id=370314669691553&nav_ref=pages_classic_isolated_section_ppt
https://peel-harvey.org.au/question-when-is-a-lake-not-a-lake/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/question-when-is-a-lake-not-a-lake/
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Heidi Bucktin (DBCA) & Carey Johnston (DWER) measuring groundwater levels at Lake McLarty 

DWER – Regional Estuaries Initiative – Peel Main Drain Water Diversion Trial    

Managed by Peter Muirden  

- The results from the December 2021 monitoring were reviewed by Brad Degens (DWER), Peter 

Muirden and Steve Fisher on 24 February. As a result, the following plan was developed for the 

operation of the site in 2022: 

- March to April:  

o develop a sampling and analysis plan for the treatment trials (complete); and 

o negotiate approval for unsupervised operations by PHCC on the Water Corporation reserve 

(frustratingly still not complete) 

- May: manufacture and fit new stop boards to the inlet of each swale, designed to reduce the flow 

rate (the 2021 trials showed that removal of phosphorus was greatest at reduced flows. 

- June to August – no activity 

- August to October: trial of the offline water treatment implementing an intensive sampling and 

analysis program over a 3-month period 



2022_04_28_Item11- OM Science & Waterways_SF_Final Page 12 of 16 

 
Inflow to Swale through stop board #4 in December 2021. New stop boards will be fitted with different aperture 

size to reduce the flow rate through the swales in May in preparation for the next trial of the water diversion and 

treatment in Spring 2022. 

 

 

Royalties for Regions – Peel Waterways Research Infrastructure Project July 2021 – Sep 2024  

         $500,000 

Managed by Jennie Beeson with support from Steve Fisher 

 Review of the project name and logo is ongoing with a number of designs being fine-tuned.  

 The mobile laboratory vehicle has been delivered to the dealer and is being sent for the canopy to be 

installed with the expected delivery to PHCC in June 2022.  

 Milestones completed for Payment #3. 

 Ordered the River Health Assessment trailers and Community Science Engagement trailer. 

 Design of the field laboratory to be installed at the site of the Peel Main Drain Water Diversion trial is 

progressing. 

 Cultural consultation meeting with local Elders was held on site in March. 

 

Royalties for Regions/City of Mandurah/PHCC – 1FTE Science Advisor May 2018 – Oct 2022 

              $468,000 

Managed by Steve Fisher, Operations Manager, Science and Waterways (in addition to oversight of the 

projects above)  

- Attended the following key meetings and events: 

- Met with Craig Copeland and Steve Purcell (OzFish Unlimited) on 24 February to clarify our 

requirements for acknowledgement of PHCC and the State Government for contribution to the 

“Pimp my Jetty” initiative 
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- Internal meeting on 24 February to discuss the requirements and potential design of the Water 

Research Infrastructure Project remote laboratory at the Peel Main Drain Off-line Water Treatment 

trial site. 

- Met with Peter Muirden and Brad Degens (DWER) on 24 February to discuss results from 2021 trials 

at the Peel Main Drain Off-line Water Treatment site and plan sampling and analysis program for 

Spring 2022. 

- Met with Matthew Tonts, (Chair EPA) and Jane O’Malley on 28 February to discuss: 

o Offsets and Native Vegetation Policy;  

o Environmental approvals (State and Federal) for Point Grey Marina Development 

o The Public Environmental Review process for e.g. expansion of Alcoa and South 32 

operations and possibility of extended timeframes for comment. 

o Environmental Water Provisions including discussion on the draft Water Reform Bill.  

o New Water Quality Improvement Plan for the Peel-Harvey and the Peel-Harvey Estuary 

Protection Plan (PHEPP) 

- Workshop on 3 March for the National Environment Science Program (NESP) coastal wetland 

restoration for blue carbon in Peel and South West WA via Zoom, providing advice on identification 

of coastal wetland restoration sites for blue carbon projects that considers biophysical suitability, 

economic feasibility, wetland values, and opportunities for Traditional Owner-led blue carbon 

projects in the Peel Harvey and South West WA coastal floodplains. Other representatives included 

DBCA, DWER, The Nature Conservancy, SWCC, Peel Alliance. 

- Mandurah Estuary Bridge Duplication Project Workshop (8 March) organised by Main Roads WA to 

discuss the implications of resilience, climate change and natural hazards of the proposed 

duplication of the Old New Bridge. 

- Briefing to the Elected Members of the City of Mandurah on 15 March with Jane O’Malley and 

Karen Bettink to present an overview of PHCC’s activities in restoring and protecting the values of 

our waterways and make a case for continuing financial support for the Science Advisor position (see 

also presentations below). 

- With Jane O’Malley, Mel Durack, Karen Bettink met with Owen Nevin (CEO) and Preeti Castle 

(Strategic Engagement Director) of the WA Biodiversity Science Institute (WABSI) on 16 March to 

identify existing and future activities undertaken by PHCC that could inform or be included as 

priorities in WABSI’s Research Priorities Plan 2023-28– see also Provision of Advice below. 

- With Che Healey (Deputy Principal, John Tonkin College), Emma Moore and Lisa Thompson (Science 

staff, JTC), Alan Cottingham (Murdoch University) and Ben Roennfeldt on 16 March to discuss 

options for continuing the Black Bream aquaculture program at JTC in 2022 

- With Malcolm Robb, Jennifer Stritzke and Trudy Evans (DWER) and Renee Barton, Mel Durack and 

Jane O’Malley on 23 March to discuss extension of PHCC’s existing stream restoration and 

sustainable agriculture activities and funding undertaken for the Healthy Estuaries WA through a 

partnership agreement for implementation of the Bindjareb Djilba (Peel-Harvey Estuary Protection 

Plan) 2022-2025 – see also Provision of Advice below. 

- With Julie MacMile and Clair Reid (Chair), convened the 20th Annual Meeting of the Peel-Yalgorup 

System Ramsar Technical Advisory Group (Ramsar 482 TAG) on 24 March to discuss collaborative 

management of the site and report on activities. Seventeen Stakeholder Groups were represented 

by 35 attendees by video conference or in person including State and Local Government, non-
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government organisations community groups & fishing, tourism and mining industries – see also 

Provision of Advice below) 

- Pierre Horwitz, Kuenzang Tshering and Konrad Miotlinski (Edith Cowan University) on 25 March to 

discuss preliminary findings from the “Predicting impacts of fire on water quality project” and 

provide expert advice on the implications of the alteration of natural organic matter by bushfire and 

subsequent runoff or leaching into drinking water supplies – see also Provision of Advice below. 

- Various internal meetings and/or with Skipper van Peer to discuss the branding of the Water 

Research Infrastructure Project throughout February, March and April. 

- Various meetings with the Community Engagement Steering Group and Wetlands Weekender 

Working Group throughout March and April to discuss the format of the 2022 Wetlands Weekender. 

- Made the following presentations / communications materials 

- Jesse Rowley and I were Interviewed on 9 March by a consultant engaged by Alcoa to prepare a 

submission nominating the Three Rivers One Estuary Initiative for the DMIRS Community 

Partnership Award. Also provided written content and reviewed nomination prior to its submission 

on 31 March. 

- Oral presentation to a briefing of the Elected Members of the City of Mandurah (15 March) 

"Protecting Our Waterways" describing the activities of the NLP/RLP "Wetlands and People" and 

related projects and their role in protecting Mandurah's waterways. 

 

An overview of PHCC’s Science and Waterways projects presented at the Elected Members of the City of 

Mandurah 15 March, showing the leverage provided by the investment in the Science Advisor position. 

 

- Oral presentation to Ramsar 482 TAG (24 March) "What does life after NLP2 look like? A 

preliminary proposal" to stimulate consultation with stakeholders in planning beyond 2023 based 

on a review of achievements and challenges to date of the current “Wetlands and People” project. 

- Written report to the Ramsar 482 TAG including a review of actions undertaken by PHCC over the 

past 12 months through “Wetlands & People” and other projects; and progress since 2009 by PHCC 

against Strategies, Goals & Actions defined in the Site Management Plan (2009). 
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- Interviewed by Skipper van Peer on 24 March with content to be used in production of a video 

promoting the activities of Peel Bright Minds. 

- Feature article “When international importance isn’t important enough: a case study in the power 

of the community in protecting Ramsar 482” – co-authored with Jane O’Malley and published in 

Bushland News Vol. 121 (April 2022) - see 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue

%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf 

- Oral presentation – “When international importance isn’t important enough: a case study in the 

power of the community in protecting a Ramsar Wetland” to Curtin University students as part of 

their Environmental Impact Assessment studies (28 April), describing the process and celebrating 

the victory in saving Point Grey from the proposed marina development.  

 

Steve Fisher gazed into a crystal ball to give his presentation What does life after NLP2 look like? A 

preliminary proposal” to the Ramsar TAG 

- Provision of Advice / driving projects to assist in the restoration of Peel Waterways 

- See also Attended Key meetings above, in particular: 

o Meeting with DWER on 23 March to discuss partnership agreement for implementation of 

the Bindjareb Djilba (Peel-Harvey Estuary Protection Plan) 2022-2025. 

o With WABSI on 16 March to provide advice e on PHCC’s priorities for inclusion into WABSI’s 

Research Priorities Plan 2023-28– see also Provision of Advice below. 

o The 20th Annual Meeting of the Ramsar 482 TAG on 24 March, connecting stakeholders with 

current science and research activities. 

o Meeting with Edith Cowan University on 25 March to provide expert advice on the 

implications of the alteration of natural organic matter by bushfire. 

- Quarterly (Q3) reporting for the following projects completed and submitted to the WA State 

Government (with help from the team): 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
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o Peel-Harvey Estuary Grants  

o 1FTE (Science Advisor) 

o Water Research Infrastructure Project  

o Healthy Estuaries WA 

- Contributed to PHCC’s submission opposing the proposal to construct and operate a limestone 

quarry near Lake Pollard (Doyle’s Quarry) by providing a comparison of water salinity measured at 

Lake Pollard in 2019-2021 by PHCC with historical data, showing an approximately 3- fold increase in 

peak salinity of the lake from 2009 (Bill Russell, personal communication) and a 7-fold increase since 

1984 (Burke and Knott) – see also “Wetlands and People”, Science and Management component. 

 

Events (PHCC sponsoring or presenting - see also Wetlands & People Community Engagement) 

- Previous events (17 February to 28 April): 

- 5 & 24 Mar 2022 Birdwatching visits with Mandurah Scouts at Creery Wetlands  

- 15 Mar. 2022   Environmental Education Knowledge Sharing (AAEE Conference follow-up)  

- 16 Mar. 2022  Shorebird Celebration Event  

- 24 Mar. 2022  Ramsar 482 TAG - 20th Annual Meeting 

- 1 to 31 Mar. 2022 Clean up the Peel Month  

 

- Future events (after 28 April 2022) 

- 12 June   Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway 

Work Health and Safety  

- No incidents or near-misses to report  

  


