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Land Conservation & Agriculture Report  
PHCC General Board Meeting – 28th April 2022 
Melanie Durack - Operations Manager, Land Conservation & Agriculture  

 
Regional Land Partnerships (RLP) – Numbat Neighbourhood       Jul 2018 – Jun 2023: $2,174,505  
Christine Townsend (Coordinator, Farmers for Fauna) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 

Conservation) 
• Delivery of Year 4 Quarter and reporting through Merit has been completed.  The project achieved all 

planned Quarter 3 deliverables: 
o 2 x Communication materials 
o 2 x Pest animal survey 
o 42.5 x Project planning days 
o 1 x On ground work 
o 10ha Managing disease 

• Year 4 Quarter 4 deliverables remaining in order to complete Year 4 deliverables are: 
o 2 x Onground works – Juncus acutus control at Cuballing and a planting day with Abraham family 
o 5 x Controlling access (km of fencing) – covered by Community Environment Grant (CEG) projects 
o 2 x Establishing and maintaining feral free enclosures (DBCA) 
o 1 x Establishing and maintaining breeding programs (Perth Zoo) 
o 3 x Establishing and maintaining monitoring regimes (DBCA) 
o 1 x Fauna survey (DBCA) 
o 42.5 x Project planning days 
o 1 x Planning document – Climate change document for the Numbat Recovery Team 
o 3 x communication materials – Facebook, Landcare Matter, Farmers for Fauna Case study, Feral 

Pig Control Communications material 
o 2x Habitat Augmentation (completed) 

• CEG acquittals are underway with visits to farms in Wandering and Williams to GPS and check completed 
fences. The remaining CEG Projects Completion visits will be scheduled for May 2022. 
 

 
Blake Warburton and Christine Townsend showing the completed fence that protects a creekline linking 

to Dryandra Woodland 
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• Darralyn Ebsary and Christine visited Les Marshall’s property east of Pingelly to discuss 

Tutanning Nature Reserve and to drop off 2 cage traps for the landholder to use. Les helped to 
identify all the other landholder surrounding Tutanning and Christine has contacted these 
landholders. Since this, another landholder has enquired on borrowing a cage trap. 

• Christine provided a fox trap to Boddington landholders, Murray Olsson and Jackie Hill and 
discussed creating a wildlife corridor to the nearby large Water Corporation Reserve. A project 
proposal was sent to the Hotham-Williams Steering Committee to review and has been 
recommended. Two hollow logs were delivered and placed into the proposed corridor to 
provide stepping stone habitat for numbats and other native fauna. These were unwanted logs 
are from a fence line on a farm in Wandering. Monitoring cameras have been set up on the 
hollow logs and within the patch of bushland where the numbat was sighted in December 2021. 
 

 
Hollow log in place within the Hilltop Farm wildlife corridor. 

 
• We met with Project Numbat to discuss monitoring for the Boddington Numbat. Project Numbat 

will set up a camera monitoring grid on a large remnant patch of bushland near Boddington, 
with 10 cameras kindly on loan from DBCA. PHCC will liaise with the land owner and organise a 
MOU. 

• Karen Bettink attended the Numbat Recovery Team Meeting where PHCC had an agenda item 
around Actions for Climate Change. This is aimed at achieving our Project Outcome that ‘By 
2023, Actions for Climate Change are embedded in the Numbat, Woylie and Chuditch Recovery 
Plans’. Letters have also been sent to the Woylie and Chuditch Recovery Teams to discuss 
actions around climate change being embedded into those recovery plans. 

• Project Planning is underway for year 5 of the Numbat Neighbourhood Project. 
• PHCC had an article about the Boddington Numbat published in the Bushland News, see Page 19 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue
%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf  
 
 

 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf


 
Land Conservation and Agriculture Report – April 2022 Page 3 of 21 

RLP – Banksia Woodlands TEC Project         Nov 2018- Jun 2023: $1,401,428 

Corrine Duncan (Coordinator, Land Conservation) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 
Conservation) 

 
• Following the unusually hot summer, many of the Banksia project CEG recipients have lost ~80% of their 

revegetation. Over 1000 seedlings and tree guards have been ordered for infill projects, and will be 
distributed to landholders by the 25th of April. These seedlings were redistributed to landholders 
following a CEG cancellation. 

• Following these losses, work is being undertaken on how to improve success and resilience of 
revegetation in Banksia Woodlands on Bassendean Sands, particularly under climate change. The 
revegetation plan recommends the use of soil conditioners to ‘train’ plant roots to grow downwards to 
depths where soils are cool and moist, and wood chips/mulch to reduce moisture loss from surface soils.  

• Two days of seed collection was completed on the 15th and 16th February, and one day of seed 
processing training on the 23rd February with the Winjan Rangers. The Rangers learnt how to collect, 
clean, store and germinate seeds. We also covered some seed evolution theory and provided the 
Rangers with a take-home study booklet which summarised all of our seedy learnings.  

• Dieback Green Card training for the Winjan Rangers scheduled for February 2022 was cancelled due to 
COVID19 restrictions. We are hoping to provide this training through an alternate contractor who offers 
the training online. Training is now scheduled for mid-May 2022.  

• Preparations for the upcoming Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway are almost complete. Catering, seedlings, 
tree guards and stakes are ordered. Presenters and stall hosts have been organised. This year the 
presentations and stalls focus on pest and weed control, and soil health, as requested by participants 
attending in previous years. 

• We are currently working on a new project proposal with DBCA to undertake works in Clay base 
wetlands associated with Banksia Woodlands, specifically in Austin Bay Nature Reserve and Kooljerrenup 
Nature Reserve.  Claypans are a secondary asset within our World for Woodlands project. 

 

     

Hands on training the Winjan Rangers to collect and clean seeds from Banksia Woodlands 
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RLP - Black Cockatoos Project       2019 – 2023: $380,000 

Megan LeRoy (Coordinator, Healthy Farms & Habitats) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 
Conservation) 

 
• Quarter 3 (Jan-Mar) 2022 MERIT report approved by Australian Government invoiced for $27,671.60, 

key Achievements Q3 were: 
o Development of 2 communication materials 
o 2 Training Workshops – Great Cocky Count Workshops in Boddington & Jarrahdale 
o 1 Community Engagement 1-on-1 Technical Advice (potential nesting site in Barragup) 
o 10ha bee control in tree hollows in West Coolup 
o 1 Fauna survey (Black Cockatoo nesting surveys across the catchment) 
o 18 days project planning (planning of exploration surveys for ID of new/unknown nesting areas) 

• Exploration work to identify Black Cockatoo nesting by Sam Rycken from Birdlife WA and Megan for 
2022 has begun. Areas within and around Myalup State Forest and Yalgorup National Park (Martin’s 
Tank area) have been surveyed, with identification of two potential nesting site locations which will be 
re-surveyed in Spring for breeding. Eastern blocks of Dryandra are planned to be explored late April. 

• A memo has been produced and will be sent to the Shire of Boddington recommending the removal of 
two pine trees on the verge of the Pinjarra-Williams Rd in Marradong where Carnaby’s are being killed 
when they comes to the ground to feed off pine cones.  

• Work to be completed this quarter (Q4) by end June 2021 includes:  
o 3 On-Ground Works (2x extra fencing sites, extra cockatube) 
o 3km fencing of revegetation/remnant veg 
o 10 ha weed control (5ha initial, 5ha follow-up) 
o 1 Habitat Augmentation (Cockatube) 

 

 

Twitter post by Megan LeRoy 20th April 2022 
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Twitter Post by Megan LeRoy 19th April 2022 

 

Twitter post by Megan LeRoy 8th February 2022 
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Facebook post by Megan LeRoy 3rd March 2022 



 
Land Conservation and Agriculture Report – April 2022 Page 7 of 21 

 

Great Cocky Count Workshop – Boddington 28 February 2022 

 

Lake Clifton Catchment Stewardship Project     June 2017 – Jun 2022 – $262,500 

Corrine Duncan (Coordinator, Land Conservation) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 
Conservation) 

 
• PHCC funded plant pathogen sampling at Nancy Fardin’s property on the 18th of January, and results 

were returned from Murdoch University. Surprisingly, there was no evidence of Phytophthora. 
Instead, a total of 5 different fungus species were identified from laboratory analysis of trunk and 
branch samples; 
o Neofusicoccum austral: an opportunistic pathogenic fungus; 
o Cytospora eucalypticola: a weakly pathogenic fungus; 
o Umbelopsis isabelline: an oil producing fungi that feeds on nonliving organic matter; 
o Phanerochaeta sp.: white rot fungi; and 
o Alternaria infectoria: a weakly pathogenic fungus that causes leaf spots and branch lesions. 

These fungi are common to native woodlands of southwest WA and typically become pathogenic only 
when the host is already under environmental stress. Along with the project acquittal, we provided a 
report about these fungi and recommended management activities that may assist in increasing the 
resilience of trees and preventing further outbreaks.  

• Preparations for the Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway and Weed Workshop are almost complete (see 
blurb under ‘World for Woodlands’ for more information). The Lake Clifton – Herron Weed 
Workshop will be hosted by Bronwen and Greg Keighery. Both events will be held at the Lake Clifton 
Community Centre. 

• A new agreement for Jenny Rose was approved for Pindone rabbit baiting at three properties at 
Lake Clifton.  
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• The next ‘Lake Clifton Landcare Matters’ is ready for publication. The latest newsletter focuses on 
the upcoming Seedling Giveaway and Weed Workshop, as provides a short article about considering 
climate-resilient revegetation techniques when planting native species. 

      

Flyers for the upcoming Weed Workshop and Seedling Giveaway 

 

Land for Wildlife (LfW) 

Corrine Duncan (Coordinator, Land Conservation) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 
Conservation) 

 
• No new Land for Wildlife assessments have been undertaken so far this year, however one EOI was 

received from landowners in Crossman. Their assessment will be completed after July 2022 under 
the Black Cockatoo project. 

• We are about to embark on an outreach program to identify landholders with important properties 
for biodiversity and corridors. This will involve generating a spatial dataset identifying landholders in 
the Lake Clifton area that have a significant proportion of native vegetation on their land and who 
are not currently registered for LfW. Once landholders have been identified, a flyer outlining the LfW 
program and other related events/networks will be mailed out to them, seeking potential new 
members.  
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Regional Land Partnerships (RLP) – Greening Farms Project   Oct 2018-June 2023    $1,078,254 

Reported by Mick Davis (Regional Agriculture Landcare Facilitator) & Kim Wilson (Program Manager, 
Agriculture), delivery assistance provided by Kristy Gregory. 

• Year 4 Q3 invoice was submitted to the value of $35,099.50. The following table shows the services 
reported in quarter 3 and the balance remaining for reporting in quarter 4 in order to meet all project 
requirements. The project is tracking well to achieve 100%. 

 
 
 
 
 

• Supported and participated in (MDav & KW) virtual Carbon Farming workshop hosted by Future Farm 
Network (through an Agreement with PHCC). The workshop was recorded and will be available as a 
video and podcast. 

• PHCC Sponsored SJ Food and Farm Alliance (SJFFA) to conduct Equine Composting workshop on April 
23rd marketed as “Healthy Soil Pasture Horse”. This workshop was also available for “virtual” attendees 
and taped in order to produce a training video. Due to SJFFA’s recent experience with people registering 

RLP Service Reported 
Q3 

To deliver 
and report 

Q4 

2a Communication materials 
> Number of communication materials published 

3 2 

3a Community/stakeholder engagement 
> Field Days/events 

0 1 

3d Community/stakeholder engagement 
> one-on-one tech advice 

0 0 

3f Community/stakeholder engagement 
> On-ground Works 

1 1 

8a Establishing and maintaining agreements 
> Agreements 

0 0 

11a Establishing and maintaining monitoring regimes 
> establishment or maintenance of monitoring regimes 

1 0 

12b Farm management survey 
>Surveys 

2 2 

21a Negotiating with the Community, Landholders, Farmers, Traditional 
Owner groups, Agriculture industry groups etc. 
> Number of groups negotiated with 

1 0 

25b Project planning and delivery of documents as required for the 
delivery of the Project Services and monitoring 
> Number of planning and delivery documents for delivery of the project 
services and monitoring 

1 1 
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to attend/buying free tickets and then not turning up to some events, they trialed the novel approach of 
charging $20 for a ticket which was then refunded on attendance.  

• Planning has commenced for Year 5 budget and Work Plan. 
• The project team has identified 10 properties for undertaking intensive on-ground monitoring 

commencing Q4 in preparation for year 5 Outcomes reporting. 
• 2021/22 Community Environment Grants update: 

o All Greening Farms landholders have been contacted to comment on the progress of their 
projects. 

o Evidence of project delivery is being saved progressively on server to support ongoing reporting. 
An excellent example is the progress made with Anne Kennedy’s project in Quindanning, where 
a waterway choked with Spiny Rush has been prepared for planting by judicious removal of the 
weeds whilst retaining as much standing dead wood as possible for habitat value (pictures 
provided below) 

 

     
Monitoring from Kennedy’s CEG project; before weed control (left) and after (right) 

 

   
Monitoring from Dent’s property; pre-project (left) and post planting and fencing (right) 
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Of particular note is the excellent growth achieved in Dent’s saltbush planting from a late summer planting 

following a very wet season in 2021 (note reference trees in the background) 
 

RLP Regional Agriculture Landcare Facilitator (RALF)           2018 – 2023: $130,000 p.a. (Total $650,000) 

Reported by Mick Davis (Regional Agriculture Landcare Facilitator) - with support from Kim Wilson (Program 
Manager, Agriculture) 

• The RALF continues to provide regular Facebook and Twitter updates to promote RALF work in the 
region. 

• Wattle & Quoll and Landcare Matters contributions continued. 
• The new Autumn PHCC Grazing Matcher program has been fully subscribed and is proceeding with 9x 

participants. The first event is planned for Fri 29th April, as a networking and introductory activity to get 
the program started. The flier for the program is available at https://peel-harvey.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/Grazing-Matcher-Flyer-20211125.pdf. 

• In lieu of the cancelled ‘Talkin’ Soil Health’ conference, PHCC sent our Soil Health Champion Blythe 
Calnan (Gregg was unavailable) to the Wheatbelt NRM “REstore REshape REnew” Workshop at Muresk 
on Thur 31st March, where Blythe learnt about rehydrating the landscape and took a field walk to a 
regenerative farming field trial. RALF was unable to attend as planned due to COVID protocols. 

• Virtually attended and presented to Community Engagement Steering Committee meeting 9th March. 
• Planning underway to support Operations Manager with delivery of Sustainable Agriculture Steering 

Committee meeting in May. 
• Attended monthly Land Conservation team meetings. Presented an “Intro to Google Earth” training 

session. 
• Attended RALF State-based meeting with AWE representative 8th March. 
• The PHCC’s Regional Officers Group re-convened on Thurs 10th March after a two year hiatus, with 24 

environmental officers from across the region joining a virtual workshop to share their work priorities 
and increase individual connections across the group. Draft minutes have been circulated, and actions 
including sharing event information are underway. The group decided that meeting six-monthly was the 
best strategy for balancing travel and time commitments, and completed a pre-meeting survey which 
identified group priorities and interest 

https://peel-harvey.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Grazing-Matcher-Flyer-20211125.pdf
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Grazing-Matcher-Flyer-20211125.pdf
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• Step 2 on-line “After the Fire” training sessions (March 3 & 10), hosted by Regrarians part of the “Farm 
Planning in a Fire Prone Landscape” package; with planning underway for the Step 3 week-long face-to-
face training for our NRM professionals. (Note: This is part of PHCC’s State NRM Core Business project).  

• Agriculture focused case studies are almost complete: 
o Saltbush Grazing Case Study has been published on the PHCC website; and 
o Worm Windrows Case Study information has been drafted. 

 

 
Examples of some of the Regional Officers Group pre-survey data collected 

 

Newmont - Hotham-Williams NRM & Conservation Project  Jan 2018 - Dec 2022: $500,000 & 
South32-PHCC Hotham-Williams Warlang Boodja (Healthy Country) Jul 2020 to June 2025 - $625,000 
Reported by Kristy Gregory (Coordinator, River Restoration Hotham-Williams) with support from Helen 
Parsons (NRM Support Officer) and Mel Durack 

• Site visits carried out at four (of eight) Hotham-Williams River Action Plan (RAP) sites, Pumphreys 
Bridge, Popanyinning, Williams and Quindanning. A weed contractor attended to provide a quote for 
weed control throughout 2022. The site visit also involved identification of access points to the 
Hotham and Williams Rivers at the above sites, which are bound by both public and private land. 
Maps have been created to capture these access points, for both the weed control contractor and 
for future access, as other activities are implemented at the sites.  

• Weed control has been carried out at the Williams and Quindanning RAP sites, targeting Aster sp. 
and Juncus acutus. 

• Contact details for private properties adjoining the RAP sites have been gathered and landholders 
have been contacted for permission to access the Rivers through their properties (including MOUs 
where needed).  

• Weed info sheets have been produced for specific RAP sites, outlining the priority weeds that will be 
targeted. This is for communication with private landholders, Shires and community groups 
attached to the RAP sites.  
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• Article about intended weed control efforts provided to the Shire of Williams was included in the 
Williams Community Newspaper. 

• Mel, Kristy and Thelma held a meeting with Glenn Shaw and Victoria Johnson from DPLH and 
SWALC. This was a half-day workshop to provide a detailed overview of intended activities at all 
eight RAP sites. The purpose of the meeting was to provide guidance on the next steps to gain the 
necessary Aboriginal Heritage Approvals. Feedback on the process to follow was provided to PHCC 
staff. 

• Mel and Kristy arranged a meeting with Main Roads to discuss RAP projects and potential impacts 
from bridge works and rehabilitation/restoration obligations. Ongoing communication has occurred 
about appropriate weed control in a number of bridge easements within RAP sites. This included 
provision of a File Note requesting an MOU or equivalent whereby Main Roads contribute financially 
to weed control efforts coordinated by PHCC in the bridge easements.  

• Clean up the Peel event held on the Williams River with the Williams Wildlife Warriors after school 
program.  

• Crown Land Enquiry form completed and submitted to DPLH for permission to work in/access 
through Crown Land parcels in relation to the RAP sites.  

• Restoration plans finalised for Williams, Pumphreys Bridge, Ranford Pool and Boraning RAP sites. 
• Ongoing feedback provided to Urbaqua on the Yornaning Dam restoration plan, and feedback 

invited from Shire of Cuballing before this plan is finalised.  
• Popanyinning and Hotham River Nature Reserve RAP sites have now had ground survey levels 

collected by the Shire of Cuballing and these have been provided to Urbaqua for finalising the 
restoration plans. 

• Quindanning RAP sites still require ground survey levels to be collected by the Shire of Boddington 
and we are still waiting on these.  

• Meet and Greet on the front verandah of the Boddington Office on 11 April coordinated through 
Kristy’s role and also the Numbat Neighbourhood project. There were a number of conversations 
with landholders about potential projects connected to RAP sites.  

• Procurement process carried out for Juncus acutus control at the Tunbridge Gully project site and 
spraying has commenced following communication with landholders and stakeholders of the 
Tunbridge Gully project site, including MOUs for access during weed control efforts. 

 

The second photo is a recent monitoring point established at the Quindanning RAP site prior to targeting the 
Aster sp. There are also plenty of native herbs (pennywort pictured above) and grasses that will be 

encouraged to spread as the weeds are reduced over time 
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Clean up the Peel event with the Williams Wildlife Warriors on the Williams River 

 
 

Hotham-Williams Shires MOU (subject to annual budget approvals)      Aug 2018 – Aug 2023 $180,000* 

Reported Mel Durack with support from Helen Parsons and Kristy Gregory 
 

• Mel and Kristy attended the Shire of Boddington and Shire of Wandering Council meetings on 7th 
April and 21st April respectively. Mel gave a presentation on PHCC projects and outcomes that were 
achieved during the Hotham-Williams Shires MOU period (2018-2022). This is leading up to annual 
Shire budgets and the benefits of renewing the current partnership with an updated MOU.   

• Arrangements are being made with the Shires of Williams and Cuballing for presentations to 
Councils.  

• Further liaison with Hotham-Williams Shires reported in other project sections. 
 

 
Presentation to Shire of Boddington, Mel Durack 
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DWER Smartfarms Project uPtake            2019-2022: $90,000 

Megan LeRoy (Coordinator, Healthy Farms & Habitats) supported by Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land 
Conservation) 

• Project completed March 2022, final report submitted and final funding received. 
• In spite of our funding ending, on-ground pasture trials will continue for another year across the 

south-west.  It is yet unknown whether another trial will be set-up in Peel-Harvey catchment. The 
main goal for the 2022 trial sites will be to try and pick up gaps in the matrix to get a good range of 
different soil types (PBI) and phosphorus status to develop P response curves. 

• A 2021 Trial Summary Report is currently being produced by DWER which will then be distributed to 
catchment groups and host farmers. 

• Some legacy communication products will also be produced and distributed by DWER. These will be 
communication and extension products useful in farmer engagement. 

 

 
Article in the Latest Wattle and Quoll publication 

 
Healthy Estuaries WA (HEWA): Sustainable Agriculture      11 December 2020 - 31 December 2024: $200,000  

Megan LeRoy (Coordinator, Healthy Farms & Habitats) & Austin Lilly (HEWA Soil Test Support) supported by 
Karen Bettink (Program Manager, Land Conservation) 

• HEWA Quarterly report submitted.  
• 32 farmers completed soil testing program this year 21/22.  
• Due to COVID concerns, a series of short on-line training sessions occurred during February/March 

in lieu of the 1-day workshop normally held. 
• A program wrap-up session was held to review the Expressions of Interest process and going 

forward how we are going to change/improve the process.   
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• Peel-Harvey will have 34 properties each year for the next 3 years to sign up to reach our soil 
sampling target. 

• The CEO and Operations Managers have meet with DWER to discuss a contract extension under the 
Peel-Harvey Estuary Protection Plan (PHEPP), a draft agreement is expected soon for review. This 
will see an additional 70 properties signed up for the program. The delivery date for the program 
would be extended from 2024 to 2025. 

 

 
Article in the latest Wattle and Quoll publication 
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WA Feral Cat Working Group Executive Officer Update           Dr. Judy Dunlop 

• Judy has recently appointed a UWA intern to assist with progress on the website and symposium 2. 
Carly Ebenestelli will be working with Judy for semester 1. 

• The WAFCWG website https://stage.wafcwg.org.au/ is in final rounds of feedback before going live, 
so any feedback is welcomed. Website has been progressed immensely, with big thanks to Carly 
(Intern) for her assistance, and to all the Working Group members who provided valuable 
information. 

• The Working Group provided information to City of Fremantle in changing cat laws. This will be 
enacted in June 2022. See https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/news-and-media/fremantle-council-
adopts-cat-local-law  

• Provided advice and endorsement to PHCC for their 100 Priority Species Grant submission, 
specifically in relation to the application to use Felixer units around Dryandra. This grant was 
successful. 

• Latest WA Feral Cat Working Group held on 21 April 22, Jane O’Malley attended. 
• WA Feral Cat Symposium 2 will be held in Feb 2023 at UWA. Assistance with 

sponsoring/organising/running the event would be welcome. 
• Judy is seeking funds from Industry, Lotterywest, State and Federal Government to support the 

WAFCWG.  
• Gill Basnett the National Feral Cat and Fox Management Coordinator was here for several weeks at 

the end of last year and we managed to meet with DBCA, SWCC, Bush Heritage, PHCC, researchers 
from Murdoch, USyd,  

• Albany & Surrounds Feral Cat Working Group was successful with an NRM grant and the EO has 
been assisting them get started. 

• Spoke to the ABC Country Hour, from Dryandra, with National Feral Cat and Fox Management 
Coordinator https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/wa-country-hour/wa-country-hour/13688860 

• Participated in South-West Group Natural Areas e-Forum.  
• Participated in SW Feral cat & fox management symposium (with National Feral Cat and Fox 

Management Coordinator and various SW groups). 
 

GRID / GIS Mapping Update                    Colleen Archibald   

• Options for replacing GRID with an online QGIS platform are in progress. GIS officers from SWCC and 
South Coast NRM and Colleen developed a schema to cover recording all regular and on ground 
activities with information required for MERIT. The proposal is for this to be used with QGIS by all 
the regions to enable collation of the data for the whole of the South West/ State.  

• Linda Metz, SWCC’s new Sustainability and Environment Lead is following this up with SWCC’s CEO 
to get a final decision from the NRM CEOs about the direction they wanted to go with the new 
system. 

• MAPIT - There is a new version - Mapit Spatial – GIS Data Collector and Measurements. It is still only 
available on Android. https://spatial.mapitgis.com/ 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mapitgis.spatial&hl=en_AU&gl=US 

o It has also changed to a yearly subscription ($30 or $40) rather than the one off payment for 
the original Mapit. 
The original Mapit is no longer being supported with troubleshooting and updates. It is very 
similar but with updated and redesigned data management. 

https://stage.wafcwg.org.au/
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/news-and-media/fremantle-council-adopts-cat-local-law
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/news-and-media/fremantle-council-adopts-cat-local-law
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/wa-country-hour/wa-country-hour/13688860
https://spatial.mapitgis.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mapitgis.spatial&hl=en_AU&gl=US
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• Changes are being made to the system that underlies Australia’s location information. The changes 
will bring Australia’s national latitude and longitude coordinates into line with global satellite 
positioning systems, enabling smartphones and other positioning technologies to accurately locate 
features marked on our maps. Australia will have moved 1.8 metres north-east of where it was in 
1994, and many of us will own devices that pinpoint places as small as, well, a smartphone. With 
real-time access to precise satellite positioning at our fingertips, we’ll notice discrepancies with 
GDA94-mapped features.  

• Please see https://www.icsm.gov.au/gda2020/what-changing-and-why for more information. 
• All of the GIS data available from SLIP is now available in GDA2020 as well as GDA94. Over time I will 

place the GDA2020 versions on the X Drive and in GRID. The GDA2020 data should load into QGIS 
and ArcGIS without any problems.  

 
Planned Events (and/or PHCC sponsoring or presenting) – check website 

 
• Banksia 

o Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway 12th June 2022 
o Lake Clifton/Herron Weed Workshop 25th May 2022 

• Feral Cat Working Group 
o WA Feral Cat Symposium 2 will be held in Feb 2023 at UWA.  

• National NRM Conference Margaret River Nov 2022 https://nrmregionsaustralia.com.au/save-the-date-
national-nrm-conference-2022/ 

• Greening Farms/RALF 
o Greening Farms Grazing Matcher project will include a series of 7 more on-farm workshops to 

allow the group to learn in a practical environment amongst peers. A program of these sessions 
will be provided for information 

o RALF has submitted an abstract to present at the upcoming WA State NRM & Coastal 
Conference on the value of the Regional Officers Group and the work being done by PHCC to 
increase collaboration and networking in the region. 

o RALF participated in WA RALF Community of Practice meeting on A27th April. 
o RALF will be attending the RALF Conference on 10-11 May, Canberra ACT in person to maximize 

opportunities for networking connecting personally with DAWE staff. 
 

Noongar Procurement and Engagement (all projects) 

 
• South32/Newmont Projects 

o A meeting workshop was carried out with DPLH and SWALC at the end of February to 
identify the approvals process for the H-W RAP on-ground activities.  

o Invitation to Indigenous Workabout to meet with PHCC about current capacity to quote for 
project activities such as weed control, and potential co-delivery with another contractor 
who can provide mentoring and skills development.  

o Letter to Elder Jock Abraham about proposed revegetation at Pumphreys Bridge this year, 
would he and his family like to volunteer to participate?  

o Phone conversation with Jock Abraham about the Williams River site, and permission to 
speak to Ross Storey and Pam Ugle (in addition to Jock) about heritage values at this site.  

• Banksia Project 
o Seed collection and seed processing training with Winjan Rangers (Feb 2022). 

https://www.icsm.gov.au/gda2020/what-changing-and-why
https://nrmregionsaustralia.com.au/save-the-date-national-nrm-conference-2022/
https://nrmregionsaustralia.com.au/save-the-date-national-nrm-conference-2022/


 
Land Conservation and Agriculture Report – April 2022 Page 19 of 21 

o Dieback training for the Winjan Rangers in May 2022.  
o Organising fauna handling and trapping training with Winjan Rangers & DBCA (planned for 

late May/June 2022). 
o Fire management training and cultural burning with Winjan Rangers (July 2022). 

• Numbat Neighbourhood 
o 20 Quandong trees have been ordered with the plan being to plant these with the Abraham 

Family at Pumphreys Bridge and in the Reserve managed by the Abraham family near 
Dryandra. 
 

Other Highlights 

• We have been advised the Dryandra Woonta Threatened Species Federal grant application for $221,000 
has been successful. This grant is to undertake a range of actions in the vicinity of Dryandra to extend 
the Numbat Neighbourhood project and fill gaps, to support landholders to protect numbats and 
Chuditch. The project will also see the first ever trials of Felixer cat grooming traps in the wheat belt of 
WA and on private property. 

 
Planning submissions, advocacy, support to partners 

• A workshop was held with key PHCC staff, board members and Jan Star in Pinjarra on the 22nd February 
to discuss the upcoming South32 and Alcoa Public Environmental Reviews. Dr Judy Fisher was engaged 
to facilitate the workshop and write a summary report on ways forward. Detailed meeting notes were 
recorded. A draft Position Statement on the South32 proposal has been written ready for the Public 
Environmental Review (PER) commencement, expected to be in the coming weeks. 

• Comments were provided to DWER on an application to clear 10ha of native vegetation at Meelon on 
the Darling Scarp that included black cockatoo feeding habitat and two Aboriginal cultural heritage sites. 

• Objections to 10 mining exploration tenement applications from Rio Tinto in the Northern Jarrah Forest 
were submitted through the Dept of Minerals Industry Regulation and Safety following guidance from 
the WA Forest Alliance, who have taken the lead role in representing interest groups. A copy of the 
submission is available on the PHCC website. Next steps in the process are court hearings with joint 
representation.   

• A comprehensive 28 page submission was made to the EPA as part of the Doyle’s Quarry Public 
Environmental Review. This proposal for was a limestone quarry adjacent to Yalgorup National Park with 
potential social and environmental impacts including the Ramsar wetlands, threatened species, noise, 
dust and amenity.  

• PHCC was advised that our expression of interest for membership on the Southwest WA Drought 
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub for the Wheatbelt Agro-ecological zone was unsuccessful. PHCC 
have also provided their support to SWCC and Perth NRM’s expression of interest to lead the Bunbury 
Regional Node, which covers PHCC’s Swan Coastal Plain area. We plan to work with the successful 
applicants to ensure our landholders issues are represented. 

• Planning underway for the Agriculture Steering Committee meeting and the combined Hotham-Williams 
and Land Conservation Steering Committee meetings planned for early May. 

• Mel Durack represents PHCC on the CRC TiME South West Secretariat, the group recently met to discuss 
project proposals for the area. For more info see https://crctime.com.au/. 

• The Land Conservation and Agriculture team commenced monthly meetings in December. 

https://crctime.com.au/
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• We provided potential locations and stakeholders for seedling planting areas to Greening Australia as 
part of their recently awarded projects under the Green Jobs program. PHCC have requested to be kept 
in the loop on developments. 

• Mel represented PHCC at the recent Newmont Community Reference Group meeting and the South32 
Community Liaison committee meeting. 
 

Work Health & Safety (all projects) 

• No incidents to report. 

 

Communications (attached) 
• Autumn Bushland News Article - 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20
121%20Autumn%202022.pdf  

• Hotham Williams Landcare Matters: March and April 2022 
• Wattle and Quoll latest edition available via PHCC’s Website: E-News: Wattle & Quoll | Peel-Harvey 

Catchment Council 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/news/newsletters/bushland/Bushland%20News%20Issue%20121%20Autumn%202022.pdf
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/
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Landcare matters
Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present

Edition 62
March 2022

NRM is the management of natural resources such as land, water, soils, plants and animals. It brings together land use 
planning, water management, biodiversity conservation and sustainability of industries such as agriculture, mining, 
tourism, fisheries and forestry.

 C a r b o n  F a r m i n g  W o r k s h o p  -  h o w  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d
 

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development, in collaboration with Peel-Harvey 
Catchment Council, is hosting a workshop for 
farmers and landowners on carbon farming.

Bring your laptop or other device for interactive 
“how to” sessions, learn about planning a carbon 
farming project and prepare for round 2 of the WA 
Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program.

For more information contact Carla Swift from DPIRD by 
phone on (08) 9690 2178 or by email at:  
Carla.Swift@dpird.wa.gov.au

Please note: Current Covid restrictions at the time 
of the event will be mandatory. This workshop may 
be converted to a webinar if required by health 
regulations. Event details are subject to change.

Thursday, 24 March 2022

DPIRD Narrogin Office

10 Doney St, Narrogin

Time: 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Registration details to follow.

N e w  f e n c i n g  a b o u t  t o  h i t  t h e  g r o u n d  
It’s great to see our Greening Farms projects 
beginning to hit the ground, with pallets of fencing 
material being delivered across the Hotham-
Williams catchment in support of revegetation 
and saltbush fodder grazing projects.

One project about to get going is with Anne Kennedy 
from Quindanning, who is removing Spiny Rush 
along a drainage line and replacing it with saltbush 
fodder and native species. This project will see 
productivity returned to the site, as for many years 
the area has been infested with the Spiny Rush. 
It will also increase the native biodiversity and 
reduce salinity risk further down the catchment.

Anne has been tackling this problem directly herself 
for the last few years, but his year PHCC is supporting 
her project with funding for new fencing, to help 
manage stock access into the planting zone. We 
are looking forward to seeing the transformation 
in this site and continuing to support Anne in her 
efforts to remove Spiny Rush from her property.

Anne Kennedy (Quindanning) and Mick Davis (PHCC) with 
some of the new fencing planned to protect a saltbush 

and native species planting project in Quindanning



 

C o m i n g  U p . . .
Up coming Events:

• Clean Up Crossman Road 
Please join the Friends of 
Reserves Boddington to clean 
up rubbish along the Road 
Date: Saturday 5th March  
Location: 12km length of 
Crossman Rd, Boddington 
Time: 8am to 10am 
Please contact Greg for more 
information 9883 9309

•  DPIRD: Carbon Farming - how  
 to get started workshop  
 Date: Thursday, 24 March 2022 
 Location: DPIRD Narrogin 
 10 Doney St, Narrogin   
 Time: 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

What’s happening:

•  Dryandra Woodland is now a  
 National park, the first national  
 park in the Wheatbelt region!  
 The conversion from State  
 Forest to National Park  
 will help ensure the future  
 protection of native animals.

Do you need assistance 
with feral animal control? 
Contact us regarding:
• 1080 training and assistance 

with baitsaning cage traps

Do you have an NRM event 
or information you would 
like us to promote?  
Please contact us on 
6369 8801 or 0455 166 780

nicole.ramsay@peel-harvey.org.au
www.peel-harvey.org.au

These projects are supported by the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Program and Environment Restoration Fund, Newmont Boddington, 

South32 Worsley Alumina and the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams

Landcare matters
Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

C O V I D - 1 9  We value the health 
and safety of our whole community and 
PHCC is now accepting visitors on an 
appointment basis only.  Please contact 
us to make a booking via phone on 6369 
8801 or 0455 166 780 or via email.

F o x e s  a n d  C a t  S e a r c h i n g  F o r  P r e y 
Hollow logs and fallen tree limbs are a great place to put remote cameras 
to detect native fauna, unfortunately foxes and cats also frequent these to 
search for prey. In Australia feral cats and foxes have been implicated in  
extinctions and decline of a wide range of native fauna species. 
Across Australia it is estimated that feral cats kill 815 million mammals 
every year and millions more reptiles, birds and insects!

However there is hope, where feral cats and foxes have been effectively 
controlled and there is suitable habitat there can be noticeable benefits to 
native fauna including threatened species such as numbats and woylies. 

Retaining hollow logs and fallen branches on your property is a great way to 
provide habitat for native fauna. PHCC is investigating adding these structures 
to project sites as a refuge to help native fauna alongside feral animal control.

If you need help controlling foxes and feral cats on your property please  
contact PHCC’s Farmers for Fauna Coordinator via email:  
christine.townsend@peel-harvey.org.au or phone 6369 8801.

    

           Foxes and a cat captured on a monitoring camera near a hollow log
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Wil l iams River  Restorat ion To Commence  
Williams Town Site is the second of eight sites 
on the Hotham and Williams Rivers that are ear-
marked for on-ground restoration projects 
under the H-W River Action Plan (RAP).

The cultural significance of natural assets in our catchment 
is strongly connected to its rivers and creeks. The Williams 
River flows within the boundary of the Wiilman Noongar 
dialectal group of the Gnaala Karla Booja Region. The 
Noongar people would have lived throughout the semi-
arid area of the current Wheatbelt region, and what is 
now the Albany Highway was once a travel-way that 
connected the Swan River area to the south coast (Albany) 
(SWALC, 2020). The Williams River is one of many that 
intersect with this historic thoroughfare and it would 
have been an important location for water and food. 

During the development of the Hotham-Williams RAP in 
2019-20, 3.4km of the Williams River at this site was field 
assessed for foreshore condition. There are some areas 
of significant bank erosion, and the vegetation consists 
of scattered native trees with an understorey of weeds 
intermingled with native shrubs and ground covers. For 
restoration to occur, the RAP recommendations are to 
improve native vegetation cover, stabilise the banks, and 
carry out large scale weed control and revegetation.

Partnership agreements with South32 Worsley 
Alumina and Newmont Boddington are allowing 
PHCC to prioritise on-ground restoration 
works, which are set to begin mid-2022. 

Recent site visits to the Williams River have been carried 
out to plan for weed control commencing in April. Although 
there are plenty of weeds to target, the good news is that 
there are also lots of native grass species, including native 
couch (pictured). Native grasses and herbs respond well 
to targeted weed control by spreading and multiplying 
as weed numbers reduce. This will be the first of many 
on-ground actions to make the restoration plan a reality. 

The Williams Wildlife Warriors recently carried out 
one of the first Clean up the Peel events in the upper 
catchment. This is a regular after school program set 
up by the Williams CRC for kids to come and learn 
about wildlife and the natural environment. Thirty 
kids and several parent helpers came along to help 
out at the clean-up event, and did a fabulous job of 
finding rubbish and also pulling out some weeds. 

Williams Wildlife Warriors

Native couch stablising banks on the Williams River

Native couch on the Williams River



 

C o m i n g  U p . . .
Up coming Events:
Meet and Greet with PHCC, in 
conjuction with the BCRC. 
Monday 11th of April, 10am until 
11:30am. Outside the PHCC office 
(Room 13, BCRC, 20 Bannister 
Road, Boddington) 
RSVP to Nicole 6368 8800

What’s happening:
If you have recevied a Community 
Environment Grant we will be in 
touch soon to see how you are 
progressing with your projects. 

Do you need assistance 
with feral animal control? 
Contact us regarding:
• 1080 training and 

assistance with baits

• Loaning cage traps

Do you have an NRM event 
or information you would 
like us to promote?  
Please contact us on 
6369 8801 or 0455 166 780

nicole.ramsay@peel-harvey.org.au
www.peel-harvey.org.au

These projects are supported by the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Program and Environment Restoration Fund, Newmont Boddington, 

South32 Worsley Alumina and the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams

Landcare matters
Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

C O V I D - 1 9  We value the health 
and safety of our whole community and 
PHCC is now accepting visitors on an 
appointment basis.  Please contact us 
to make a booking via phone on 6369 
8801 or 0455 166 780 or via email.

Data Collection

CARBON FARMING
Virtual Workshop

Carbon Farming

 Soil Carbon Project

Healthy Soils

Carbon Sequestration

This project is supported by Peel-Harvey Catchment Council, through funding from the Australian Government's National Landcare Program.

Carla Swift
 

Louise Edmonds
 

Wes Lawrence
 

Jenni Clausen
 

Daniel Hester

Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program
DPIRD

Soil Carbon Project - Biomineral vs Synthetic Fertilisers
Pedaga Investments

Improving Soil Health
DPIRD

Soil Carbon Data Collection
Axis Tech

Carbon Farming Projects in the SW & Peel
Carbon Sync

Thursday 7th April
2pm - 5pm

A link and details on how to access the virtual workshop will be
emailed to registered delegates.

Register for this free event at:
https://www.trybooking.com/BXQHM

This workshop is also supported by:

Event details are subject to change.

Free  Onl ine Carbon Farming Workshop
Thursday 7th Apri l 
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