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SCIENCE ADVISOR REPORT   
General Meeting to be held on 18 October 2018 

Building Research Networks 

1. Report Cards for the Peel-Harvey Estuary 

• Met with Frances D’Souza and Catherine Thomson (DWER, Water Science Branch) on 12 October to 
discuss progress on the DWER report cards describing the condition of the Peel-Harvey Estuary and how 
these might complement/ be complemented by PHCC’s Condition report cards for the Ramsar Site 
(based on comparison with Limits of Acceptable Change, LACs).  

• The (DWER) Estuary Report Cards do not necessarily reflect the LACS but are based on an extensive 
analysis of water quality data collected over the past two decades.  They currently exist in a draft form. 

• We agreed that the Ramsar Report Card would refer to the DWER Estuary Report Cards if and when they 
were published.  The Estuary Protection Plan is one opportunity to produce and publish these report 
card. 

• DWER are hosting the National Estuaries network meeting in Mandurah in early November.  I will follow 
up with DWER to see how many representatives from PHCC can attend. 
 

2. Program to improve the ecological health of Peel-Harvey waterways to enhance fish habitat (also known 
as Peel-Harvey Estuary Grants 2017, State Election Commitment). 

• Continued to work with Murdoch University and Harvey River Restoration Taskforce (HRRT) to develop 
project plans for the Stock enhancement of Black Bream (Murray River) and Harvey River Restoration: 
component projects respectively.  Contracts for each are currently being negotiated. 

• Organised a meeting with Tim Storer and Gill White (DWER); Jane Townsend (HRRT); Jo Garvey, Jesse 
Rowley and Mel Durack (PHCC) to discuss the approach to implementing coordinated River Health 
Assessments in the Serpentine River (Alcoa Foundation); Murray River and Harvey River (Peel-Harvey 
Estuary Grants) and Hotham-Williams River System (Newmont Boddington Gold). A follow up workshop 
will be held on 22 October to establish site selection and monitoring priorities. 
 

3. Alcoa Foundation  Connecting Corridors and Communities: Restoring the Serpentine River  

• In addition to the above, on 11 October I reviewed and provided comment on the River Condition 
Summary Reports prepared by DWER for two sites assessed in the Serpentine River in November 2017, 
namely Lowlands Reserve (MR127SERP1) and below the confluence of the Peel Main Drain 
(MR83SERP1). 

• Facilitated the Serpentine River Forum, and event planned and organized by the project team, and in 
particular Jesse Rowley.  The purpose of the forum was to: 

− inform landholders with properties abutting the Serpentine River downstream of Lowlands Reserve 
about the Restoring the Serpentine River project and how it fits with other initiatives to improve the 
health of the Peel-Harvey Estuary and waterways that drain in to it. 

− encourage landholders to participate in on ground activities funded through our devolved grants 
scheme and assist them in filling out an expression Of Interest to do so. 

• The event was attended by approximately 10 landholders, 6 of whom completed an Expression of 
interest; 2 PHCC Board members (Andy Gulliver and Jan Star) and Suellen Jerrard (Corporate Affairs 
Manager, Alcoa Australia). 
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• The following people made presentations: 

− Harry Nannup (Local Elder of the Noongar People) 
− Steve Fisher (PHCC) 
− Christine Allen (Senior Project Officer, Greening Australia) 
− Alex Hams (Marine Project Coordinator Australia Project, The Nature Conservancy) 
− Natalie Lees (City of Mandurah, Water Projects Officer) 
− Rupert Richardson (Landholder) 
− Neil Kentish (Landholder) 
− Jesse Rowley (PHCC) 

 

4. Peel Bright Minds: Inspiring a Curious Community 

• Attended the Steering Group Meetings on 8 October. Charlie Jones (Coordinator, Peel Bright Minds) 
continues to do a great job organizing various events designed to promote ESTEAM throughout the 
region. Charlie’s position is funded through contributions from Inspiring Australia at Scitech, PHCC, 
Regional Development Australia, Peel Development Commission; City of Mandurah; Shire of Waroona; 
Shire of Murray; Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale and Shire of Boddington. Events have been held in each 
of these shires. 
 

5. SHARE in the Shed - Migratory Shorebirds theme 
• I facilitated the event “Winged Travellers” on 25 September, attended by approximately 35 community 

members.  The event included the following presentations: 

− Vicki Stokes (WA Program Manager, Birdlife Australia) who spoke about a project she is leading in 
partnership with PHCC to investigate migratory shorebird disturbance (see 5. Below for more detail) 

− Sharon Meredith (Wetland and People Officer, PHCC) who presented on her upcoming attendance 
at the East Australasian Asian Flyway Partnership Communications, Capacity Building, Education, 
Participation and Awareness (CEPA) Working Group Workshop (What I call, the “Thrilla in Manila 2”). 

− Milly Formby (Winged Threads) who spoke about her planned flight around Australia in her 
microlight aeroplane to promote awareness of migratory shorebirds. 

• Milly also brought her microlight aeroplane with her which she assembled in the courtyard outside the 
shed, which created a lot of interest and was a big drawcard for the evening. 
 

6. Disturbance of Migratory Birds (with Birdlife Australia) 

• In 2017 Birdlife Australia was successful in obtaining a grant from the (then) State NRM Office through 
the Community Action Grants to fund a project investigating the disturbance of shore birds by various 
activities through a series of surveys throughout the summer of 2018/19. This project complements 
studies undertaken by Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (Fisheries) 
investigating the disturbance caused by recreational crabbing. 

• PHCC committed to assisting with recruitment of volunteers and hosting bird identification workshops 
for these volunteers to enable these surveys.  One such workshop was held on 6 September and was 
attended by approximately 20 members of the community.  In addition to those recruited at similar 
events held earlier in 2018, we have sufficient volunteers to support the surveys. 

• The project was also promoted at the SHARE in the Shed Event described in detail above. 
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7. Other 

• Migratory Birds agreement  

− On 17 August, I met with Alex Gardner, (Professor, UWA Law School); Carina Bury (Potential PhD 
Candidate; Masters in International Economic Law from Université Paris II Panthéon-Assas) and Prof 
Feng Chunping (Professor of Law, Hainan Normal University Law School, Regulation on Wetland 
Conservation in Hainan Province) to discuss a potential regarding international migratory bird 
agreements and their effectiveness in protecting bird habitat (30 years of China-Australia Migratory 
Birds Agreements: Time to take Stock). 

− The meeting was also attended by Sharon Meredith (PHCC) as it has clear links to our Ramsar CEPA 
Plan. 

• Discussion with Sora Marin Estrella (Edith Cowan University, 6 September) regarding a potential future 
research project identifying and mapping the distribution of prey  / diet of migratory shorebirds 
throughout the Peel-Yalgorup System Ramsar Site through carbon and nitrogen isotope analysis of gut 
content. 

• Participated in a survey by Kirsten Abernethy (Sea Change Consulting) investigating the relationships or 
perceived relationships between recreational fishers, commercial fishers and the community and 
general with respect to commercial fishing activities in the Peel-Harvey Estuary and commercial fisher’s 
social licence to operate i.e. what are the things a fishery needs to do, to get support from society.  This 
interview is part of an information gathering component of a Fisheries Research Development 
Commission (FRDC) project, comparing the Peel-Harvey Estuarine Fishery as one case study with 
another in Port Phillip Bay.  

Advice (including Integrating Science into PHCC Projects) 

1. Point Grey Marina proposal 
• In 2011, the Minister for Environment granted approval for construction of a marina located at Point 

Grey and a channel to connect the marina to the Dawesville Cut.  In 2017, the proponent requested a 
change to a condition of the approval to extend the (then) Time Limit of Authorisation for 
implementation of the Point Grey Marina proposal from 1 August 2017 (when it was due to lapse) to 28 
July 2019 to align with the Commonwealth approval timeframe under the EPBC Act... 

• On 26 September 2017, at the invitation of the EPA, I prepared a submission on behalf of PHCC detailing 
information published since 2011 and relevant to the proposal which showed a decline in the health of 
the estuary and/or led to a better understanding that implementation of the proposal would further 
exacerbate the poor condition of the estuary and recommending that the extension not be granted.   

• After considering PHCC’s submission and those by others, the EPA advised the Minister that the 
information provided was not sufficient to stop the Minister from approving an extension to the (now) 
Time Limit for Substantial Commencement to the proponent.  Furthermore, in response to a request by 
the proponent, the EPA recommended that the Time Limit be extended for a further 5 years to 2022 i.e. 
beyond the Commonwealth time frame as there was unlikely to be any new information provided in the 
interim. 

• On 10 September, I drafted a letter to the Minister reiterating our concerns (see 0084_2018_0910_S 
Dawson_PointGrey_SF_JS), drawing attention to the flawed logic applied by the EPA to considering our 
proposal and recommending that the Time Limit not be extended beyond 2017 and as a compromise 
not beyond July 2019. 

• On 21 September 2018, the Minister granted an extension to the Time Limit for Substantial 
Commencement to 1 August 2022.  Stay tuned…… 
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2. SAPPR Review  

• Attended a meeting with the Senior Policy Advisors and Principal Policy Advisors for each of the Minister 
for Environment and Minister for Planning on 20 September to discuss how planning and environmental 
issues would be progressed while the SAPPR was under review.  Jane O’Malley, Andrew Del Marco and 
Jan Star were also present and led the discussion with occasional input from me regarding the impact of 
dredging on estuarine values. 

• The same representatives from PHCC met with the SAPPR Review panel on 20 September as a follow up 
to their visit to the Peel-Harvey in August and reiterate PHCCs view on the importance of considering the 
environment in planning decisions. 

 
3. National Landcare Program 2 / Regional Land Partnerships (NLP 2) 

• Planning for the implementation of the Project Design Wetlands and People – A community restoring 
the Ecological Character of the Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar 482 Wetlands (ongoing throughout September 
and October). 

• Following an initial unsuccessful recruitment process, a second recruitment processes for A Coordinator 
of Science and Management to oversee the science, monitoring, collaborative management and 
management and evaluation component of the project was started in September.  Applicants are 
currently being assessed for shortlisting for interview. 

Science Communications  
1. Oral Presentations: 

• “Technology Applied to Catchment Management” presented to approximately 20 Community members 
at the Bill Hicks Reserve Hall in Byford on 23 August. This event was one of the series of Science Cafes 
organized by Peel Bright Minds. 

• Facilitated the “Winged Travellers” SHARE in the Shed on 25 September. (see above) with presentations 
by Vicki Stokes (BirdLife Australia, WA Program Manager); Sharon Meredith (PHCC Wetlands and People 
Officer) and Milly Formby (Winged Threads)  

• “Our Magnificent Ramsar Wetlands: Values, Threats and Actions” presented to approx. 100 members of 
the Combined Probus Club of Mandurah at their meeting at Bendigo Stadium on 16 October  

 
2. Other 

• Interviewed by Paddi Creevey and Darren de Mello on the on the “Focus on Peel” radio slot on 6MM on 
10 September to promote our “River Care Projects” i.e.: Connecting Corridors and Communities: 
Restoring the Serpentine River (Alcoa Foundation) and the Peel-Harvey Estuary Grants (2017 State 
Election Commitment) 

• Organised and attended an incursion with 6 students and their teacher at Mandurah Baptist College on 
17 August to discuss a long-term student project to protect and improve a patch of bush at the school 
through the Land for Wildlife initiative.  Vicki Groves (BirdLife Australia) also attended. 
 

 
Steve Fisher 
Science Advisor 

We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present 
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