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Welcome to the 26th edition of Landcare Matters:  Newsletter of the Lake Clifton Stewardship Program – a program 
supporting landowners for healthy habitats and waterways in the Lake Clifton sub-catchment. 

Who’s your favor i te orchid this  Spr ing?
Bushland at this time of year in the Southwest of WA is blooming beautiful, thanks to the orchids alone. As the cold winter ends it is 
met with a stunning display of a wide variety of orchids. Keep your eyes peeled for some of our favourite orchids which are flowering 
now in Banksia and Tuart Woodlands.

Wi ldl i fe f r iendly gardening wi th 
Templetonia  -  At t rac t  birds,  bees,  and 
but ter f l ies wi th this  hardy nat ive shrub
Templetonia retusa, commonly known 
as Cockies’ Tongue, is a striking and 
ecologically valuable native shrub, with 
large, vibrant red pea shaped flowers 
blooming from late autumn to spring. 

The flowers are rich in nectar, attracting 
honey eating birds, native bees, butterflies, 
and providing shelter and food. Its drought 
tolerance and ability to thrive in poor soils 

make it suitable for gardens, restoring 
degraded bushland and for erosion control.

The plant has a variety of cultural uses as 
the flowers are edible and a tea can be 
made from the crushed seeds.

The seeds are best collected when the 
seed pods are young.

Templetonia retusa

Donkey orchid

Dancing spider orchid

Spider orchid Cowslip orchid 

All photos on this page by Tracey Hudson
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A rum  l i l y  -  Beau t i f u l  bu t  i nvas i ve . 
W hy  t h i s  o rnament a l  f avour i te  i s  a  t h rea t  to  na t i ve  ecos y s tems
Arum lily (Zantedeshchia aethiopica) 
is a plant originally introduced from 
South Africa for horticultural purposes, 
that escaped gardens to invade native 
ecosystems. It is a declared pest plant 
under the Agriculture and Related 
Resources Protection Act 1976 and has 
therefore documented control strategies 
in place.  All movement is prohibited, and 
the sale of Arum lily is now banned in 
Western Australia.

Arum lily is a perennial to 1m high, 
which produces large white lily flowers 
from July to November. The flower 
has a central yellow spike. In the past 
it was often called death lily, calla lily, 
trumpet lily, and funeral flower. In Greek 
mythology, the arum lily is linked to 
the goddess Persephone, symbolizing 
regeneration and new beginnings. 

The immature berries are green or 
yellowish, turning orange when ripe. 
They contain several yellowish brown/
orange seeds that are about 3 mm in 
diameter and readily dispersed by water, 
birds and foxes. Being tuberous, it also 
spreads by underground rhizomes (an 
underground stem that continues to 
grow even when the above ground 
material is removed) making it extremely 
challenging to control. 

Arum lily thrives in damp areas of 
bushland, along creeks, swamps 
and winter-wet depressions. If left 
uncontrolled it forms dense clumps, 
outcompeting native vegetation, choking 
up waterways, and reducing water 
flow. The plant also generally survives 
fire. Arum lily is toxic to livestock and 
although it is unpalatable, poisonings can 
rarely occur if animals consume it during 
periods of food scarcity.

Its priority for removal is high as it is 
a major threat to the conservation of 
Banksia and Tuart Woodlands.

Unlike most weeds, the best time to 
control Arum lily is when it is mature and 
flowering. Controlling before flowering 
prevents flowering and means you may 
miss later sprouting tubers. Small plants 
can also be removed by hand at any 
time, but it is important to remove all 
roots and tubers. Large infestations can 
be chemically controlled.

Targeted chemical control is 
recommended to achieve effective 
management of arum lily in natural 
environments. Map the weed extent and 
density, develop an integrated weed 
management plan, monitor, and follow 
up. 

For specific chemical application rates 
refer to https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/
browse/profile/1049

You can also visit the Peel Harvey 
Biosecurity Website at https://www.phbg.
org/weeds/arum-lily

Read the manufacturers’ labels and 
material safety data sheets before using 
herbicides.

 A delicate nat ive wildf lower with cultural  signif icance 
Burchardia congesta  – Milkmaids – Kara (Noongar/Bindjareb)

Arum Lily. Photo by Jesse Collins (PHBG)

Milkmaids are a shade tolerant, 
tuberous bush tucker plant with a 
single stem and grass like leaves but, 
despite its thin stem and small stature, 
it has great ecological and cultural 
significance. 

It has a spray of honey scented white 
flowers with yellow centres, that appear 
from Djilba to Kambarang (August to 
November). Milkmaids are only found 
in the Southwest of Western Australia 
in coastal areas, from Geraldton to 
Albany. They are an important species 
in Banksia woodlands, attracting 
insects (such as the Forrester moth in 
the attached photo) and native animals, 
which use the plant for pollination and 
food sources. 

Always tread lightly in bushlands to 
reduce the damage to our important 
understorey plants, such as Milkmaids, 
and you’ll be rewarded with all their 
beauty.

Cultural uses:
The thick, fleshy, starchy roots (tubers) 
appear after flowering and were an 
important, plentiful source of food for 
Noongar people who ate them raw or 
roasted in hot ashes, with the tubers 
being reported to taste like potatoes. 
Tubers and roots were crucial for 
Indigenous people as a primary food 
source rich in carbohydrates. 

Plants with striking flowers often held 
symbolic, medicinal or decorative roles 
in Noongar ceremonies and daily life.

Burchardia congesta with Forrester moth. 
Photo by Tracey Hudson

https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/1049
https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/1049
https://www.phbg.org/weeds/arum-lily 
https://www.phbg.org/weeds/arum-lily 
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Here’s  a  sneak  peek  a t  some of  the  spec ies  inc luded in  our 
2026 Lake  C l i f ton  Seedl ing  G iveaway  -  Per fec t  p icks  fo r 
landho lders  revegeta t ing  Banks ia  and  Tuar t  Woodlands 
Our seedling orders are in and we’re 
excited to give you an early look at 
some of the native species included in 
our 2026 seedling list. These species 
are great for local biodiversity and help 
restore habitat, attract pollinators, and 
create resilient landscapes.

Here’s a sneak peek at just a few of the 
native plants we’ve ordered for our 2026 
Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway:

Banksia ilicifolia – Holly-leaved Banksia. 
A stunning shrub or small tree with 
creamy flower spikes and distinctive 
holly-like leaves. Great for birds and 
nectar feeders.

Dasypogon bromeliifolius – Pineapple 
Bush. A hardy, grass-like native with 
spiky foliage and unique flower heads. 
Excellent for tough spots and local 
wildlife.

Adenanthos cygnorum – Woolly Bush. 
Soft, silvery foliage and delicate red 

flowers make this a favourite for native 
gardens and bird habitats.

Anigozanthos manglesii – Red and 
Green Kangaroo Paw. Western 
Australia’s floral emblem – striking, 
iconic, and loved by pollinators.

Hardenbergia comptoniana – Native 
Wisteria. A vigorous climber with 
stunning purple pea-flowers in late 
winter to spring. Great for fences or 
trellises.

Pimelia rosea – Rose banjine / Rice 
flower.  A small but showy shrub, with 
a spray of pink/purple flowers. An 
excellent feature specimen for rockeries 
and borders. It also responds well to 
being potted.

Regelia ciliata - An erect shrub, growing 
to 2 metres high.  Purple flowers during 
summer. A good screening plant.

Xylomelum occidentale – Woody Pear. 
A unique small tree with leathery leaves 
and curious woody fruit. Provides 
excellent structure and habitat.

...and many more beautiful and 
functional natives to support healthy 
landscapes and ecosystems. We hope 
to see you at our next Lake Clifton 
Seedling Giveaway on Saturday 23 May 
2026! 

 B lue  Banded Bees:  Nat i ve  Po l l ina tors  w i th  a  Buzz 
–  V i ta l  Cont r ibu tors  to  Aus t ra l ian  Ecosys tems
Blue-banded bees - Amegilla sp., 
pollinate plants using buzz pollination 
as they hold onto the flower and shake 
their head up to 350  times in 1 second 
to disperse pollen! They are extremely 
important as a pollinator for native 
plants, as well as some exotic fruits and 
vegetables, such as mangoes, tomatoes 
and avocadoes.

There are over 2000 native bee species 
in Australia and over 800 species are 
found here in Western Australia. Many 
of our WA native bee species are found 
nowhere else in the world. Some of our 
native plants can only be pollinated 
by native bees so if the native bee 
disappears the plants will disappear too.

What can we do to help native bees?

•	 Avoid pesticides in your garden 
as our native bees can be very 
susceptible.

•	 Bee hotels – These small wooden 
structures with drilled holes or 
bundled hollow stems offer a home 
for solitary native bees.

•	 Leave natural habitats undisturbed 
– Unlike honey bees, most native 
bees do not live in hives. Many 
native bees nest in the ground, 
hollow logs, or plant stems, so 
avoid excessive clearing or heavy 
mulching. 

•	 Providing safe nesting spaces can 
encourage them to settle in your 
garden.

•	 Having bee friendly plants, in pots 
or planted in your garden. Our 
native bees evolved with our native 
plants which is their preferred food.

Below is a list of plants that are great for 
growing to encourage native bees into 
your garden:

Grasstrees, Dasypogon, Boronia, native 
daisies such as everlastings, Eremophila, 
Leucopogon, Hemiandra, Westringia, 
Scaevola (fan-flowers), Verticordia, 
Regelia ciliata, Thryptomene saxicola, 
Melaleuca seriata, most native pea 
plants, snake vine (Hibbertia), native 
wisteria (Hardenbergia comptoniana), 

Banksias, Grevilleas, Hakeas, 
bottlebrushes, jarrah, river red gum, 
marri, Corymbia ficifolia, Rottnest 
Island tea tree, paperbarks such as 
Melaleuca huegelii, Pimelea ferruginea, 
Brachyscome multifida, Pimelea rosea, 
and many more.

Still needing more bee-autiful bee 
news? You’re in luck – join our Native 
Bee Workshop with Dr Kit Prendergast 
on 30 April 2026 at the Dawesville Cut 
Golf Club. 

Stay tuned to our website as registration 
links will be provided in 2026.

Blue banded bee. Image from aussiebee.com.au

2025 Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway
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Why did the scarecrow win an award? 

Because he was outstanding in his field!

Why don’t oysters donate to charity?  

Because they are a little shell-fish!

Dad  Joke  Corner

 Contact PHCC if you suspect Black Cockatoos breeding near you
It’s now breeding season for Black Cockatoos. If you 
suspect Carnaby Black Cockatoos breeding in a hollow 
near you, please let the PHCC team know so we can protect 
important breeding, foraging and roosting sites. 

To spot breeding Carnaby’s, look for pairs nesting in large, 
old Eucalyptus trees (or artificial hollows), identify fresh 
chewing marks around nest hollows, and listen for grating 
or calling sounds from the young as it begs for food from 
the female hen. 
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admin@peel-harvey.org.au
www.peel-harvey.org.auThis project is jointly funded by the Australian Government, PHCC, 

a member of the Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel, 
and the Shire of Waroona
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E v e n t s  c o m i n g  u p . . .

Want to contribute an article about your property in the next 
Lake Clifton Landcare Matters? 

Please send your article to admin@peel-harvey.org.au

Subscribe to our e-newsletter here:  
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/

See our website for available grants and funding 
opportunities: https://peel-harvey.org.au/grants/

Nov 20

Every Friday

Every Friday

Every Friday

Coming soon

Bindjareb Djilba (Peel-Harvey Estuary) Forum. 4pm to 6pm.

Peel Thunder Stadium. 

For details email karen.lyons@peel-harvey.org.au

Nature Play Time. 10am - 10.45am.

Lakelands Library. 

Fun for kids with activities, games and story-time designed to inspire wonder and curiosity about the 
natural world and introduce young minds to nature’s beauty and diversity. 

Visit: https://www.mandurah.wa.gov.au/explore/whats-on/calendar/libraries/nature-play-time

Guided Heritage Walks of Mandurah. 11am - 12noon.

Discover the City’s history with a free foreshore heritage walking tour. This leisurely walk starts and 
finishes at Mandurah Museum.

Bookings are required. Email museum@mandurah.wa.gov.au to book a session or phone (08) 9550 
3682.

Paddle up the River. 

We will be combining paddling with wildlife observation and learning about riverine habitat in 
conjunction with Canoe Trail Friends and Friends of the Rivers.

Suitable for beginners. Free hire of life jackets available (available in various sizes).

Register your interest by emailing info@mehg.org.au

Bird Watching for Beginners with Robyn Devenish. 

Coming soon to a nature reserve near you. Small-group activity.

Binoculars provided courtesy of City of Mandurah community grants.

Register your interest by emailing info@mehg.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/peelharveycc/?hl=en
mailto:admin%40peel-harvey.org.au?subject=Lake%20Clifton%20Landcare%20Matters%20article
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/grants/
mailto:karen.lyons%40peel-harvey.org.au?subject=
mailto:museum%40mandurah.wa.gov.au?subject=
mailto:info%40mehg.org.au?subject=
mailto:info%40mehg.org.au?subject=Bird%20watching%20for%20beginners

