We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present

Landcare matters

Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update
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NRM is the management of natural resources such as land, water, soils, plants and animals. It brings together land use
planning, water management, biodiversity conservation and sustainability of industries such as agriculture, mining,

tourism, fisheries and forestry.

Secret River

Signs of Rakali, or Australian Water Rat
(Hydromys chrysogaster) have been found
in the upper catchment on the Hotham River

This intriguing semi-aquatic species is
typically secretive and reclusive, so they are
rarely seen except by chance. Their natural
habitat is in burrows along waterways where
there is lots of low-lying fringing vegetation,
logs and branches to hide and feed in.

Clear prints of at least one adult Rakali were
found on the Hotham River near Wandering.
Trail cameras were installed in various
locations over several weeks, resulting

in a partial image which has also been
confirmed as Rakali. This is one of very few
inland and wheatbelt records over the past
decade, due to reduced fringing vegetation
on streams and rivers, reduced surface
water flows and declining water quality such
as salinity (which impacts on food sources
as well as habitat for Rakali).

Unfortunately, a few feral cats have also
been captured on camera (and footprints
identified), and predation on our local
fauna contributes significantly to declining
numbers, which highlights the importance
of projects such as ‘Defending Dryandra’
featured in the last issue of Landcare
Matters!

Meet our new Sustainable Agriculture
Facilitator (SAF) — Georgina!

We are thrilled to introduce you to our new
Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator (SAF),
Georgina Warden. Georgina hails from a
broadacre farming background and most
recently was working as a Technical Officer,
Agriculture training high school students in
Cert Il and Ill Agriculture. Georgina is passion-
ate about Australian Agriculture particularly
regenerative agriculture and permaculture,
syntropic agriculture and all these practices
encompass. The SAF’s role is to engage
and inform farmers, landholders, community
groups, and agriculture industries across the
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Newmont.

The most important conservation action for
Rakali is restoration and rehabilitation of

the river environment, which is the primary
aim of the River Action Plan activities being
carried out by PHCC at eight priority sites on
the Hotham and Williams Rivers. We hope
to closely emulate the ideal Rakali habitat,
by using woody debris on the banks of the
rivers, as well as ongoing planting of fringing
vegetation.
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Peel-Harvey catchment about climate-smart,
sustainable agriculture practices, including
best practice Natural Resource Manage-
ment, biodiversity and carbon markets, and
practices that support emissions reduction
and build climate resilience on-farm to help
achieve climate-smart sustainable agriculture
outcomes. Georgina will also be assisting with
the delivery of projects that support land-
holders with on-ground activities as well as
capacity building events. More information on
these projects to come in our next Landcare

Matters!
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These projects are supported by the PHCC through funding from Newmont, South32 Worsley Alumina
and the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams.

Celebrating
Farmers and

Healthy Soil

We take a moment to celebrate National Agri-
culture Day (15 November) and World Soil Day
(5 December).

National Agriculture Day recognises our
important farmers, landholders, their families
and support teams who continue to provide
fresh, sustainable food and resources to our
communities as well as their incredible work
protecting a wide array of natural assets.
World Soil Day was established by the United
Nations, to raise awareness of the importance
and relationship between soil and water in
achieving sustainable and resilient agrifood
systems.

PHCC will be part of the Talkin’” Soil Health
Event which is coming up in March 2025. For
more information visit www.soilhealth.com.au

If you'd like to know more about how PHCC
can support you please get in touch with us.

The Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator position is
funded and supported by the Australian Government
as part of the Climate-Smart Agriculture Program
(CSAP) under the Natural Heritage Trust.

Have a safe and happy Christmas
See you in again in 2025!



https://www.instagram.com/peelharveycc/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/PeelHarveyCC
https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil/
http://www.soilhealth.com.au  

