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Welcome to the 22nd edition of Landcare Matters:  Newsletter of the Lake Clifton Stewardship Program – a program 
supporting landowners for healthy habitats and waterways in the Lake Clifton sub-catchment. 

A World for  Woodlands – cont inuing the legacy to protec t 
Banksia and Tuar t  Woodlands in the Peel -Har vey Catchment
PHCC have recently received funding 

through a tender for service to the 

Australian Government to continue our 

World for Woodlands Project to June 

2028, which aims to support the local 

community to protect Banksia and 

Tuart Woodlands, which are threatened 

ecological communities (TECs).

Extensive clearing has led to 

fragmentation and, coupled with invasive 

weeds, feral animals and the spread 

of disease, ecological processes of 

these threatened Woodlands have 

been diminished. The project will work 

with community, land managers and 

First Nations Australians to develop 

and implement actions to help meet 

Conservation Advice objectives. 

Actions aimed at maintaining or 

improving condition and connectivity of 

Banksia and Tuart Woodland TECs will 

include:

• 12 training events and workshops 

to up skill community members 

(including First Nations Australians) 

to work on-country to protect/restore 

these threatened Woodlands.

• 160 ha of weed control and 284 ha 

of pest control.

• 12 ha of revegetation.

• 8 habitat boxes or water stations 

for threatened fauna installed and 

maintained.

• 2 km of fencing and gates to control 

access.

• 8 ha of disease control – mostly for 

control of Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

• 8 days of seed collection.

• 5 flora surveys to demonstrate 

improved or maintained condition.

The conservation actions above will be 

undertaken only within Banksia or Tuart 

Woodland TECs, to improve vegetation 

condition. These actions will protect 

at least 466 ha of Banksia or Tuart 

Woodland, and also provide co-benefits 

to WA black cockatoo species and 

Western Ringtail Possums.

If you have Banksia or Tuart Woodland 

TEC and would like advice or support 

to conserve and protect your Woodland 

through any of the activities outlined 

above, please email us with your 

property address and conservation 

ambitions (admin@peel-harvey.org.au).

This Project is funded by the Australian 

Government Natural Heritage Trust and 

delivered by PHCC, a member of the 

Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners 

panel.

Restoration of Banksia and Tuart Woodland at Herron Healthy Banksia and Tuart Woodland TEC at Herron

mailto:admin%40peel-harvey.org.au?subject=
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Weeds  of  Wes tern  Aus t ra l ia  –  T iming  mat ter s 
when cont ro l l ing  Veld t  G rass 
Perennial weed species negatively 

impact the recruitment and restoration 

of native species by outcompeting 

them for moisture and space. Perennial 

weeds also increase soil nitrogen levels 

which impedes growth and survival of 

native species. Although there are many 

di�erent weed species found in the 

Woodlands around Lake Clifton, grassy 

weeds represent the weeds of greatest 

concern for Banksia Woodlands. Of 

these, the most harmful is Perennial 

Veldt Grass (Stevens et al., 2016). 

Originally from Southern Africa, 

Perennial Veldt Grass (Ehrharta calycina) 

was introduced in Australia as a forage 

crop and cultivated as a drought-

resistant pasture. It commonly invades 

disturbed and undisturbed ecosystems, 

and represents a major threat to the 

conservation values of Banksia and 

Tuart Woodlands (both of which are 

threatened ecological communities). 

Frequent disturbance (especially fire) 

and higher nutrient levels lead to Veldt 

Grass invasion, and plants resprout 

vigorously from the base of the tussock 

following drought. 

Veldt Grass grows all year round, but 

is most active from July to November. 

Germination occurs during winter and 

early spring, which is also the best time 

for herbicide treatment. 

The recommended control method 

is to spray with Fusilade Forte (13 

ml/L - https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.

au/browse/profile/347), however, 

research has shown that at only half 

of the recommended field application 

concentrations can adversely a�ect 

seedling development in native species 

within Banksia Woodlands (Rokich et al. 

2009). Grass-selective herbicides can 

impede seedling emergence and growth 

from seeds sown, but can also impact 

seedlings up to and over 3 months 

old due to herbicide uptake from the 

soil. For these reasons, the timing of 

herbicide treatment is critical and should 

be done early winter if possible. 

Blanket spraying to control Perennial 

Veldt Grass should occur well before 

native seedling emergence which, for 

many Banksia and Tuart Woodland 

species, generally occurs during spring 

and autumn. Therefore, herbicide 

treatment for Veltd Grass is best 

undertaken in winter, taking care to 

avoid o�-spray impacts. Spot spraying 

can occur thereafter but, where it 

occurs alongside native species, manual 

removal is recommended (particularly 

during November to February when 

Veldt Grass is in active growth stage). 

Above all – don’t give up! By controlling 

weeds on your property, you also help 

to protect the Woodlands and wildlife in 

your surrounding area. 

References:

Rokich, D., Harma, J., Turner, S. Sadler, R. & Tan, B. (2009) Fluazifop-p-butyl herbicide: implications for germination, emergence and 

growth of Australian plant species. Biological Conservation, Vol 142: 850-869.

Stevens, J., Rokich, K., Newton, V., Barrett, R. & Dixon, K. (2016) Banksia Woodlands: A restoration guide for the Swan Coastal Plain. 

UWA Publishing, Crawley WA.

Images by Lorraine Phelan, sourced from iNaturalist.org

https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/347
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You are invited to our Bindjareb Djilba Peel-Harvey Estuary Forum on 19 November – protecting the estuary and its ecological, 

cultural and economic values. 

Registrations are essential, via this link: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1273768

2024  B ind ja reb  D j i lba  Pee l - H ar vey  E s tua r y  F o rum  -  1 9  N ov

Shoreb i rd  I D  Work shop
To prepare for the annual Shorebird Count, PHCC are hosting a free Shorebird ID Workshop on December 3 & 4. 

If you are interested in joining the Shorebird Count and ID workshop, please register via the QR code below, or go to 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/shorebird

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1273768
mailto:padis%40dpird.wa.gov.au%20?subject=
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/shorebird
mailto:padis%40dpird.wa.gov.au%20?subject=
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In 2019, Luca, a 1-year old calf was observed entangled in fishing line. Luca was rescued and the fishing line removed 

but would soon become entangled another two times after this. Unfortunately, during the third disentanglement 
attempt, Luca sadly passed away. In response to Luca's death, an annual clean-up event 'Luca's Legacy' has been set 

up to remove fishing line and other waste from the Mandurah waterways.  
 

PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  2277tthh  OOccttoobbeerr  aatt  oouurr  hhoommee  bbaassee  aatt  tthhee  PPoorrtt  BBoouuvvaarrdd  YYaacchhtt  CClluubb  
11  TThhiissbbee  DDrriivvee,,  DDaawweessvviillllee..    

 

 

LLuuccaa’’ss  LLeeggaaccyy  22002244  

There will be a range of community stalls, coffee van and a special announcement by Coastal Waste Warriors and RecFish 
West. We will also have kids’ activities, prizes and a free sausage sizzle for all clean-up participants. 

9am volunteers will sign in, receive equipment and start clean-up 
 

Oui Love Coffee Van will be there for your morning fix! 
 

 10.30 – onwards, clean up finish- 
Time to chat with stallholders, kids activities (games, crafts) 

  
11am – Prizes and a special announcement! 

  
 Free sausage sizzle and cool drink available for all participants after cleanup (from 10.30am) 

 
For more info check out the briefing pack  

 

This project is funded by the Australian Government Natural Heritage Trust and delivered by PHCC, a member of the 

Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel. 

Link to briefing pack here

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.riverguardians.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F09%2FLucas-Legacy-Information-pack_27-10-2024.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Across 

5. A type of Melaleuca common around Lake 

Clifton. 

7. Scientific name for the pesky fox (2 words). 

10. PHCC's annual event held at the Lake Clifton 

Community Centre. 

13. Rock-like living structures that occur on the edge 

of Lake Clifton. 

14. The Peel-Yalgorup Wetland System is recognised 

as an important wetland under what Convention. 

15. A peculiar frog with a very small head that 

burrows underground in sandy soil (2 words). 

18. Common name for Eucalyptus gomphocephala. 

20. A type of duck frequently seen at Lake Clifton. 

22. Known as the cane toad of the Southwest, this 

invasive herb has large white funnel-shaped 

flowers (2 words, common name). 

25. A type of small, colourful spider, and also an 

important tree! 

27. A critically endangered possum found in Tuart 

Woodlands around Lake Clifton. 

30. Major pest that inhibits native plant recruitment 

around Lake Clifton (plural). 

31. A cute, nocturnal, carnivorous marsupial with a 

brushy tail. 

32. This species of Banksia has one of largest flowers 

in the world (scientific name). 

33. Tuart and xxx Woodlands are Threatened 

Ecological Communities around Lake Clifton. 

34. A type of Stint that migrates to our shores and is 

the size of a tim tam (2 words, common name). 

35. The hidden giant of Lake Clifton. 
 

    

Down 

1. This type of broom frequently invades coastal 

areas around Lake Preston (2 words, common 

name). 

2. A type of small, yellow orchid. 

3. This mammalian carnivore was once common to 

the area but now restricted to the Jarrah Forest. 

4. People flock to our shores to find this type of 

crab (2 words, common name). 

6. A common legless lizard with an elongated 

snout and hinged teeth (first word, common 

name). 

8. A species of water mould that causes dieback 

disease found in Banksia Woodland (Scientific 

name). 

9. One of two white-tailed Black Cockatoos 

frequently observed foraging in the area. 

11. This species of Banksia is commonly found in 

Woodlands around Lake Clifton (scientific 

name). 

12. This soft and silky endemic plant can produce 

pollen through the tips of its leaves (2 words, 

common name). 

16. Found around the estuary and freshwater rivers 

and known as the Australian Otter. 

17. Runoff from this artificial substance is degrading 

our Lakes and Waterways. 

19. Name the National Park south of Lake Clifton. 

21. Common name of the locally found brown 

bandicoot (Noongar name). 

23. A key threat to water quality at Lake Clifton. 

24. Very common to the Lake Clifton area, this large 

tree is from the Myrtaceae family and important 

habitat for Possums (common name). 

26. Group of birds that migrate here annually from 

as far as Siberia. 

28. Born in the estuary, this type of fish spawns in 

the Murray River (two words). 

29. Indigenous Noongar people that occupied the 

Lake Clifton area. 
 

Lake  C l i f ton  Env i ronment

Link to answers here

https://peel-harvey.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/lake-clifton-environment_Crossword-with-answers.pdf
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H ave  you  seen  t he  ra re ,  bu t  g racef u l ,  Sun  M ot h?

L a k e  C l i f t o n  R a b b i t  B l i t z

The Graceful Sun Moth (Synemon 

gratiosa) is a near threatened and unique 

moth recognised by its bright hindwings 

contrasting with its dull dark forewings, 

and its elongate, clubbed antennae. 

Although the orange colouration tends to 

fade with the age, this showy moth has a 

wingspan of 2.5 to 3.5 cm.

Unlike most moths, the Graceful Sun 

Moth is active in the day. It is uncommon 

and is restricted to the south-western 

coast of the state. It has been reported 

in coastal areas from Namburg National 

Park in the north, to Mandurah, however, 

we also suspect it occurs in the Banksia 

and Tuart Woodlands from Dawseville to 

Lake Clifton. 

Through land clearance and 

development, much of its habitat has 

been lost and there is concern over its 

long-term survival. The Graceful Sun 

Moth remains listed as ‘near threatened’ 

on the Western Australian Priority Fauna 

List. Restricted to coastal sand dunes 

and to a lesser extent Banksia Woodland, 

females lay eggs on grass-like plants, 

preferably Lomandra species (including 

L. maritime and L. hermaphrodita).

Their biology, ecology and behaviour are 

similar to those of butterflies. It usually 

only flies in sunny conditions and has a 

relatively short adult life (approx. 4-10 

days), but it is thought that it takes 1-3 

years to complete its entire life cycle. 

The adult does not feed, instead relying 

on nutrients stored during its larval 

stage. After hatching, the larva tunnels 

in or near the Lomandra roots on which 

it feeds. 

The threats to conservation of the 

Graceful Sun Moth include habitat 

destruction, isolation of remnant habitat, 

pollution (includes chemical insecticide 

and herbicides) and over collecting of 

species for trade purposes. 

If you have seen the Graceful Sun Moth 

in any areas south of Mandurah, please 

record your sighting on the iNaturalist 

website at https://www.inaturalist.org/.

Images by Jean Hort, supplied by iNaturalist Australia

Watch this space!  Events and information sessions will be announced soon.  

Keep your eyes on our website for details www.peel-harvey.org.au/events/

2024
Lake Clifton
Rabb i t

Blitz

If you live in the Herron or Lake 
Clifton area and are committed to 

reducing the impacts of Rabbits, join 
our Lake Clifton Rabbit Blitz – 

a four-year collaborative Program 
with PHCC and the PHBG. 

We understand the impact feral rabbits can have on our 

community, properties and the environment, and this Rabbit 

Blitz is an important step towards managing and mitigating their 

destruction. 

The first year of the program kicks o� with warren identification, 

mapping and fumigation, with additional control methods 

integrated across the next four years. 

If you are interested in participating, please keep your eyes on 
our website for details https://peel-harvey.org.au/events/

https://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.peel-harvey.org.au/events/
mailto:padis%40dpird.wa.gov.au%20?subject=


Oct 27 Luca’s Legacy Reel-it-in Clean Up Event. See the flyer within this newsletter for more information.

Nov 1

Nov 19

Dec 1

Dec 3 & 4

Dec 13 to 15

2024 WA Landcare Network Annual Gathering - ‘Sharing our Landcare Stories’. The Cockburn 
Wetlands Centre are hosting a day of networking and learning and an evening of celebrations with 
Landcare champions. This year’s Annual Gathering theme will be ‘Sharing Our Landcare Stories’.
Storytelling is powerful for Landcare impact, fundraising and advocacy and we are looking forward to 
a day of sharing Landcare stories to inspire others, and learning about how we can tell our collective 
Landcare story more e�ectively. The evening’s special event will be a Celebratory Sundowner to 
welcome the 2024 inductees into the WA Landcarer’s Hall of Fame.  Please register separately for the 
Sundowner. Visit https://events.humanitix.com/2024-wa-landcare-network-annual-gathering-sharing-
our-landcare-stories

Bindjareb Djilba Peel-Harvey Estuary Forum. Come along and hear from DWER, PHCC and other 
experts who are protecting the estuary and its ecological, cultural and economic values. Guest 
speakers & panel Q&A’s followed by networking over a light supper. Visit: https://peel-harvey.org.au/
events/bindjareb-djilba-peel-harvey-estuary-forum-2/ 

Birdlife WA – Walk – Erskine Lake Mandurah. We will look for waterbirds and bush birds around the 
lakes. After morning tea and bird count, we may visit The Chimneys area for those wishing to extend 
the excursion. For BLWA members and their guests. Members of the public are welcome to join the 
walk (bring binoculars). Visit https://birdlife.org.au/events/birdlife-western-australia-walk-erskine-lake-
mandurah-1-december-2024/ 

Shorebird ID Training Workshop. If you like bird watching and are interested in learning more about 
shorebirds, joint our free Shorebird Identification Workshop! This workshop will provide you with skills 
enabling you to participate in the national Shorebird 2025 Count. Registrations will open soon on the 
PHCC website.

BirdLife Bunbury, Campout Weekend at Myalup. Accommodation - Shared cabins at Myalup Pines 
Cottages, cost will vary depending on how many people share each cabin, roughly $30 each if the 
cabins are full. (BYO linen, food, drinks) Visit https://www.myaluppines.com.au/

See the program for times and activities here (subject to change, depends on the birds and weather, 
be prepared to start earlier if its hot!) Come and enjoy a weekend of (mainly) shorebird oriented birding 
activities and meet the Bunbury BirdLife members. Participants will need to be self su�cient, BYO 
transport, food, bino’s, scopes if you have them as they are very useful for shorebirds.

admin@peel-harvey.org.au

www.peel-harvey.org.au
This project is supported by PHCC through funding from the Shire of Waroona
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E v e n t s  c o m i n g  u p . . .

Want to contribute an article about your property in the next 

Lake Clifton Landcare Matters? 

Please send your article to admin@peel-harvey.org.au

Subscribe to our e-newsletter here:  

https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/

See our website for available grants and funding 

opportunities: https://peel-harvey.org.au/grants/

https://events.humanitix.com/2024-wa-landcare-network-annual-gathering-sharing-our-landcare-stories
https://events.humanitix.com/2024-wa-landcare-network-annual-gathering-sharing-our-landcare-stories
https://peel-harvey.org.au/events/bindjareb-djilba-peel-harvey-estuary-forum-2/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/events/bindjareb-djilba-peel-harvey-estuary-forum-2/
https://birdlife.org.au/events/birdlife-western-australia-walk-erskine-lake-mandurah-1-december-2024
https://birdlife.org.au/events/birdlife-western-australia-walk-erskine-lake-mandurah-1-december-2024
https://www.myaluppines.com.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQTqE6h9TXiO12wsvuIdSuRQKeWy2tip/view?pli=1
https://twitter.com/PeelHarveyCC
https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/peelharveycc/?hl=en
mailto:admin%40peel-harvey.org.au?subject=Lake%20Clifton%20Landcare%20Matters%20article
https://peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/grants/

