We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present

Landcare matters

Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

NRM is the management of natural resources such as land, water, soils, plants and animals. It brings together land use
planning, water management, biodiversity conservation and sustainability of industries such as agriculture, mining,

tourism, fisheries and forestry.

Phascogale nest box monltorlng

We recently completed our annual monitoring
of 8 phascogale nest boxes that are spread
across the Hotham-Williams sub catchment.

6 of the boxes were being used by phascogales,
as identified by their scats. In one of the Dryandra
Woodland nest boxes there was a phascogale
looking up at us into the monitoring camera
which delighted PHCC staff and our work
experience student. One of the nest boxes that
had not yet been used by a phascogale provided
important habitat for a spiny tailed gecko.

Thank you to the Wandering Primary School
students who built these nest boxes in 2018.

Rainbow lorikeet alert for

Boddington

Rainbow lorikeets are a declared
pest in Western Australia. The
birds are a major threat to

local biodiversity and will out-
compete native hollow nesting
fauna such as threatened black
cockatoos, ducks, brush-tailed
possums and native parrots.

Rainbow lorikeets are very noisy
and aggressive and will destroy
fruit trees and vegetable crops.
The rainbow lorikeet is already
an established pest in the Perth
metropolitan area, but we need
your help to stop them from
establishing in the South West.

The Department of Primary
Industries and Regional
Development (DPIRD) has been
trying to locate a small group of

Rainbow Lorikeets in Boddington.

As the area is large, assistance
is sought from the community
to report any sightings.

If you see them, please report

the following information:
« Where are they are roosting?
- What are they foraging on?
- Flight path?
- Time of day observed.
« Location.
« Number of birds?

Habitual behaviour, such
as trees they sun in and
frequent regularly.

Please include photos or
videos where possible.

Report your observations to:

My Pest Guide Reporter using
their app or online https://www.
agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-
diseases/mypestguide;

Or send information to Pest
and Disease Information
Service, padis@dpird.wa.gov.
au or call (08) 9368 3080.

Spiny tailed gecko  Christine and work experience student

monitoring phascogale nest boxes

Coming up...

Wonders of our Wetlands Festival

Date: Saturday 12 October
Time: 8.30am 12.30pm
Where: Coodanup Foreshore

Join us for another exciting
Wetlands Festival, with

a full program of fun and
engaging activities for the
whole family to enjoy.

Visit https://peel-harvey.org.au/

events/wonders-of-our-wetlands-
festival-2/ for more details.
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Planting season check-in
We are most of the way through the planting
season, with the added challenge of not knowing

if the lovely rain we are getting will continue
or turn off like a tap like it did last year!

We have been planting seedlings at the project
sites in the upper catchment on the Hotham and
Williams Rivers since mid-June and the plan is to
continue through to September as the water levels
recede and the soil temperature increases.

The mature saplings we planted early on at Pumphreys
Bridge were certainly given a good chance with

deep holes, soil amendments and wells to hold

the water around them. There are a few that are
looking a bit ‘browned off’ from before it started
raining properly for the season, and we’ll keep

an eye on those in case they need replacing.

More seedlings of the usual tube stock size have
gone in at Pumphreys Bridge and Williams, the
main focus being previously planted areas that
have also had several seasons of weed control.
The new bank rehabilitation at Pumphreys and
Williams carried out in March has provided
additional areas for focusing revegetation efforts.

Species have been a range of local trees for
getting the sites shaded as quickly as possible
and sedges, which are grass-like perennial herbs
that grow along waterways. All of the species
are salt tolerant and can handle being dried

out in summer which is definitely a thing!

Planters at Tunbridge Gully (above)

Members of the Wilman (Dryandra) People Corpora-
tion with Kristy (PHCC) at Pumphreys Bridge (middle)

Williams Wildlife Warriors enjoying a marshmallow
reward after planting (top right)

Planting with Williams Environmental Group (bottom
right)

Newmont.

These projects are supported by PHCC through funding from Newmont Boddington, South32 Worsley
Alumina and the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams.

The annual Tunbridge Gully planting event was once
again a great success with 70 volunteers including
the Boddington District High School, Friends

of Reserves (Boddington), Shire of Boddington,
Newmont and South32 Worsley Alumina.

On top of all the revegetation has been the weed
control that has occurred at the Pumphreys Bridge,
Williams, Quindanning and Popanyinning river
sites. The ongoing targeting of priority weeds is an
excellent restoration tool because it stimulates the
natural regeneration of local species at the sites
when the weeds are reduced over time. As a result,
there are a bunch of endemic grasses and sedges
that are doing very well in all of the project areas.

Planting efforts at Pumphreys Bridge has been thanks
to PHCC staff and volunteers, the Wilman (Dryandra)
People Corporation and Shire of Wandering. In
Williams, the local Environmental Group and the
trusty Williams Wildlife Warriors have been a

valuable help to get the seedlings in the ground.

The next few years will be a period of trying
different species to find out what works and what
doesn’t and replacing the ones that don’t survive.
Restoration and rehabilitation are definitely not
linear processes; they involve trial & error, patience,
hard work and healthy dose of determination.

This project is in partnership with the Wilman (Dryandra) People
Corporation and funded through partnerships with both South32
Worsley Alumina and Newmont Australia (Boddington) with support
from the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Williams and Wandering.
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