
 

Landcare matters
Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present

Edition 89

August 2024

NRM is the management of natural resources such as land, water, soils, plants and animals. It brings together land use 

planning, water management, biodiversity conservation and sustainability of industries such as agriculture, mining, 

tourism, fisheries and forestry.

Workshop attendees

Natural Capital 
Accounting Workshop 
PHCC were able to support and attend a Natural 

Capital Accounting Workshop coordinated by 

RegenWA in Williams on July 25, which included 

Accounting for Nature® Training.  Natural capital 

refers to the natural assets and services that 

provide benefits and value to people, the economy 

and the broader environment (NECMI 2024*). 

Accounting for Nature® (AFN) is a transparent, 

affordable, verifiable and certifiable environmental 

accounting framework to inform better investment, 

policy and management decisions in natural 

capital. These include carbon co-benefits, 

green bonds, environmental offsets and impact 

investments (https://www.accountingfornature.

org/). Participants learnt how land managers, 

farmers and natural resource managers can 

determine an environment account for properties 

and regions using accredited methods and 

the verification and certification process. 

At the beginning of the day, Mel Durack who 

is currently sharing PHCC’s Sustainable 

Facilitator (SAF) role with Amy Williams was 

able to provide an overview of the projects 

PHCC are delivering in the Hotham-Williams 

catchment including the SAF activities. 

The day concluded with a training exercise 

in the field to put the theory we learnt into 

practice using one of the accredited AFN 

methods adjacent to the Williams River.

*NCEMI – Natural Capital & Environmental 

Markets Initiative (https://www.ncemi.au/)

The NCA workshop is supported by the Australian 

Government’s National Landcare Program, the Landcare 

Farming Program is managed in partnership by Landcare 

Australia and the National Landcare Network, The SAF 

position is funded and supported by the Australian 

Government as part of the Climate-Smart Agriculture 

Program (CSAP) under the Natural Heritage Trust. Perth 

NRM inc. and RegenWA is powered by LotteryWest, the 

WA State NRM Office and the Commonland Foundation.

Field visit

Volunteer with us!
Caring for our catchment is a huge task

If you would like to volunteer to help in any 

way, from planting trees, assisting at events 

or monitoring projects please contact us, we 

would love to hear from you.  Visit: https://peel-

harvey.org.au/get-involved/volunteer-with-us/

https://www.accountingfornature.org/
https://www.accountingfornature.org/
https://www.ncemi.au/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/get-involved/volunteer-with-us/
https://peel-harvey.org.au/get-involved/volunteer-with-us/


victoria.brockhurst@peel-harvey.org.au

www.peel-harvey.org.au
These projects are supported by PHCC through funding from Newmont Boddington, South32 Worsley 

Alumina and the Shires of Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams.  
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Down to the River to Play 
Join PHCC and the Wilman (Dryandra) People 

Corporation for a morning on the Hotham 

River at Koompkinning (Pumphreys Bridge). 

Koompkinning is the Noongar word for the site 

meaning ‘plenty of water’ and is the namesake 

for the community event ‘Koompkinning 

Gathering’ on Saturday 31 August. 

We would like to mark the commencement of 

restoration and rehabilitation works that will 

continue to be carried out at the site including 

weed control, revegetation and bank stabilisation. 

You may have seen the most recent changes on 

the river alongside the campground and we invite 

you to come along and learn about the project 

and the history of the site which has been long 

and winding like the river itself! You will hear 

stories about the Aboriginal cultural significance 

of the site from the Wilman Corporation, see 

historic photos from the local community, join 

in activities such as planting and a mini-bird 

survey, enjoy morning tea and a free coffee from 

a mobile van; plus, other activities for the kids. 

It’s true that the River is not what it once was, the 

‘plenty of water’ used to be fresh and the pool 

next to the bridge was deep enough to swim in. 

Today, the vegetation is sparse, the water salty 

and sediment has made the pool shallow. What 

we can do, is nurture it as much as we can so 

that the vegetation returns and the banks are 

rehabilitated to become havens for local plants 

and fauna species. This doesn’t mean that 

humans can no longer be part of the picture, on 

the contrary, the natural beauty of the area will 

be enhanced so that more people are likely to 

want to go there to walk, picnic, camp and sit in 

the charm and the quietness of Koompkinning.  

In the words of Patty Griffin’s ‘River’ 

…she’s been here a long, long time

And she’s seen so many faces

And places down the line

She’s been left for dead a million times

Keeps coming home, arms opened wide

Ever-changing and undefined

She’s a river. 

This project is in partnership with the Wilman (Dryandra) 

People Corporation and the Shire of Wandering and 

funded through partnerships with both South32 Worsley 

Alumina and Newmont Australia (Boddington).

Pumphreys Bridge c.1950s Kids jumping o� bridge

Koompkinning 
(Pumphreys Bridge) 

River Gathering

Saturday 31 August                                            
9.00am - 11.30am 

  

Come along and join us for this community gathering to celebrate the commencement 

of river rehabilitation works and honour the cultural significance of this site
• Noongar stories beside the river

• Historic photo exhibition

• Fun art activities for the kids

• Hands-on activities including tree planting 

& bird survey

• Morning tea served under the pine trees
The Queen of Beanz 

will b
e serving 

barista co	ee!

https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil/
https://twitter.com/PeelHarveyCC
https://www.instagram.com/peelharveycc/?hl=en

