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Landcare matters

Lake Clifton Sub-catchment
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Working Together

Welcome to the 21st edition of Landcare Matters: Newsletter of the Lake Clifton Stewardship Program — a program
supporting landowners for healthy habitats and waterways in the Lake Clifton sub-catchment.

Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway 2024

There was another great turnout at our
Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway! More
than 130 dedicated landholders, from
75 different properties, joined us for a
fun morning of education, knowledge
sharing and fostering community spirit.

1,800 seedlings from more than 13
different species, along with tree
guards and stakes, were distributed
amongst attendees. Each attending
landholder received approximately 13
free seedlings ready to plant on their

properties to improve vegetation cover,

amenity and habitat for fauna.

A big thank you to these amazing
stallholders who helped make the
event:

« Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group

. Birdlife Western Australia

« Lake Clifton Herron Landcare Group

« Peel Marsupial Care
. Mandurah Wildlife Rescue
. StrataGreen

- Mandurah Environment and
Heritage Group (MEHG)

A special shout out to the PHCC staff
and volunteers who dedicated their
time and effort to help out - your
assistance was invaluable and greatly
appreciated by all!

Thank you also to the Lake Clifton
Herron Landcare Group, and the many
landholders who attended the event,
for volunteering to assist with tree-
guard bundling and distribution, and
to City of Mandurah for donating 1,000
tree guards and stakes towards this
event.

If you attended or have previously
attended a Lake Clifton Seedling

Giveaway, and want to go in the draw to
win a signed copy of Simon Cherriman’s
book “Hollowed Out”, please complete
the following survey. We’d love your
feedback: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/C8LYSK5

This event is supported by the Shire of
Waroona

Volunteers, landholders and PHCC staff that attended the 2024 Seedling Giveaway

Check out the giant fungi growmg on a property near Lake Cln‘ton

If you have interesting photos or stories
to share from the Lake Clifton or Herron
area, please forward to
admin@peel-harvey.org.au
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Help to identify drought related tree deaths around Herron and Lake Clifton

Have you had several plant deaths
in your Banksia or Tuart Woodland
following summer?

Researchers at The University of
Western Australia have issued an
urgent call for public help in assessing
the damage to local vegetation caused
by the State’s record-shattering summer
of heat.

UWA'’s Centre for Water and Spatial
Science (CWSS) is measuring the
impact of the extreme conditions on
trees to learn about their vulnerability,
resilience and what can help our
trees survive the tough conditions of
changing climate.

Project leader Associate Professor Sally
Thompson said the initiative involved

combining remote sensing data with
eyes on the ground, which is where
landholders are being called on to
assist.

“Vegetation in Western Australia is
suffering, with mass plant death that
some have likened to coral bleaching
events,” Associate Professor Thompson
said. “We’re inviting residents to visit
their local bushland, park or streets to
record both the healthy and less healthy
trees they see via an online web-based

app”.
“Establishing the approximate
percentage of tree canopy that is
healthy, bare or has dead leaves, as
well as the tree’s location, will help us
identify tree health to use with other

spatial data to form a picture of what is
happening.”

Associate Professor Thompson said
participation is voluntary, and users
could choose whether or not they
wanted to be updated on the study’s
results. “Future work is being planned
which will include in-depth field studies
to measure specific tree and canopy
health metrics,” she said.

To participate visit the app, for more
information or to suggest a suitable in-
depth study site, contact project leader
Associate Professor Sally Thompson at
CWSS.

https://tree-death-perth.uc.r.appspot.
com/

Recent plant and tree deaths observed around Lake Clifton and Herron

Lake Clifton Herron Landcare Group helps to restore Yalgorup National Park

The Lake Clifton Herron Landcare
Group (LCHLG) have been hard at work
restoring Yalgorup National Park.

On Saturday 29 June, 12 volunteers
planted 130 seedlings recommended by
DBCA and installed a grazing protection
fence to protect seedlings from rabbits
and kangaroos. It was a perfect day for

Fenced area to protect aga/nst rabb/ts and kangaroos.
Plants with tree-guards are to test effectiveness of
fencing

planting, with morning tea provided. The

Group also held a stall and volunteered
for our Lake Clifton Seedling Giveaway
on 25 May 2024.

The LCHLG welcomes new members!
Follow the LCHLG on Facebook or
email lakeclifton@gmail.com for more
information.

LCHLG vo/um‘eers that assisted with planting and fence
installation on 29 June

A

LCHLG stall at our Seedling Giveaway


https://tree-death-perth.uc.r.appspot.com/
https://tree-death-perth.uc.r.appspot.com/
mailto:lakeclifton%40gmail.com?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/240349066160048   
https://form.jotform.com/240349066160048   

Landcarematters

Lake Clifton Sub-catchment

Towering Tuarts — one of the 6 forest giants of Southwest WA

Tuart is the Noongar name for
Eucalyptus gomphocephala, fast
becoming one of the rarest large trees
on Earth.

These majestic trees grow to 40 m
and dominate the Woodlands around
Herron and Lake Clifton on the

Swan Coastal Plain. Noongar people
often camped beside large Tuarts

for protection and shade and it is
estimated that prior to the arrival of
Europeans, Tuart Woodlands covered
112,000 ha. Following extensive
logging and land clearing (as the
timber is durable and termite resistant),
coupled with invasive weeds, feral
animals and the spread of disease,
the extent of Tuart Woodlands has
been reduced to fragmented patches
between Lancelin and Busselton.

Tuarts support many different animals.
More than 300 Australian birds and
mammals depend on large old trees
for habitat and food. It can take
hundreds of years to develop large
hollows suitable for Black Cockatoos,
but smaller hollows suitable for small
birds and mammals develop at about
100 years. It is estimated that 15% of all

Black Flag

Black Flag (Ferraria crispa) is an
invasive weed from southern Africa,
that has become widely naturalised

in the temperate regions of southern
Australia (particularly in southwest

WA and Victoria). It occurs in WA from
Perth inland to Pingelly and south to
Cape Riche, where it invades coastal
heaths, sand dunes and woodland plant
communities. It is commonly found in
Banksia and Tuart Woodlands and is
considered a key threat to biodiversity
in southwest WA. It is listed as one of
the most serious invasive garden plants
that are still available for sale in Western
Australia.

Black Flag with Corms

birds, 31% of mammals, 10% of reptiles
and 13% of all amphibians in Australia
use hollows (Conservation Council
Website), and the bigger and older the
tree is the more resources it provides.

Parrots are also amongst the many
taxa likely to benefit from hollows in
mature Tuarts including Red-capped
Parrot (Purpureicephalus spurius) and
the Australian Ringneck (Barnardius
zonarius). Tuart trees provide critical
breeding and nesting sites for the
threatened Carnaby’s Cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus latirostris) and the
Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
(Calyptorynchus banksii naso).

Tuart Woodland have high importance
to raptors which use the high vantage
points, and at least seven amphibian
species having been recorded in the
Tuart Woodlands and Forests around
riparian and wetland areas.

Protecting these mature trees is critical
for native fauna. You can help protect
our majestic and iconic Tuart trees by
avoiding clearing and planting Tuart
seedlings in open patches of your
property.

Black flag is present in conservation
areas including Yanchep National

Park and remnant bushland patches
around the Lake Clifton area. This small
perennial herb has thick, succulent
leaves and stems up to 45cm tall (see
image). The dark brown to black flowers
are foul-smelling and only last one day,
generally flowering between August to
November with active growth stages
occurring across all season except
summer. It produces seed from self-
pollination but is also pollinated by flies.
Each year plants produce new corms
that are added to a column of dormant
corms produced in previous years,

and there can be 20 corms in a single
column.

Please do not purchase or plant Black
Flag seeds or seedlings in your garden
or bushland. Instead, hand remove
small populations, noting that you may
need to sift soil to find all corms and it
may take several years to control the
population.

Refer to the management notes on
Florabase for control methods: https://
florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/

Tuart Tree

Weeds of Western Australia

profile/1515. You can also try glyphosate
1% + metsulfuron methyl 0.2 g/15 L +
Pulse®, ensuring no drift spray occurs on
nearby plants or waterways as this is a
nonselective herbicide and will kill most
plants when applied.

If you see this weed, please report it
on DPIRD’s MyPestGuide Reporter:
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/
mypestguide-reporter

Black Flag in flower

Images from Urban Bushland Council website https:/
www.bushlandperth.org.au/weeds/black-flag/
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Events coming up...

July 9/16/23

July 16

July 25

July 25

July 26

July 28

July 30

Aug 05 - 11

Aug 20

Aug 20 - 21

Sept 7

Oct 12

Nov 13 - 14

Community Seedling Giveaway throughout July! City of Mandurah will be at various locations providing free
seedlings to encourage local greening and support biodiversity. Visit: https://www.mandurah.wa.gov.au/explore/
whats-on/calendar/community-event/community-seedling-giveaway

Environment Matters forum - WA's Nature: From Crisis to Action. Attend for an overview of the current state of
nature in WA, learn more about CCWA's new Nature Program and hear from their line-up of guest speakers on
the all-important question - how to we move from crisis to action? Visit: https://www.ccwa.org.au/environment_
matters_3

National Capital Accounting Workshop, Williams. To help industry stakeholders and landholders better
understand how environmental accounting practices can help improve monitoring of the condition of their
natural capital and how Certified Environmental Accounts can be utilised to enhance the credibility of
sustainability reporting. Reserve your spot: https://events.humanitix.com/natural-capital-accounting-workshop-
williams

Al and Emerging Technologies in Biodiversity Conservation - Webinar. An expert international panel working
at the intersection of artificial intelligence and biodiversity conservation. We explore global examples of how
technology is unlocking solutions to help optimise conservation efforts, from planning and monitoring, to
species and habitat protection, to predicting extinction risk. Visit: https://wabsi.org.au/latest-news/events/
webinar-tech-for-nature-ai-and-emerging-technologies-in-biodiversity-conservation/

Bird Watching Outing. The next Mandurah Bird Observers Group outing will be to St lves Peninsula Reserve.
Visit: https://mehg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/MBOG-suggested-programme-for-2024-scaled.jpg

National Tree Day. Celebrate National Tree Day with community spirit, fun activities, and a major seedling
giveaway at Janis Street Reserve on 28 July 2024. Visit: https://www.mandurah.wa.gov.au/explore/whats-on/
calendar/community-event/national-tree-day-planting

Climate Changers. The WA Landcare Network is teaming up with Conservation Council of WA and Perth NRM
to deliver a special screening of Tim Flannery’s documentary, Climate Changers. Visit: https://www.ccwa.org.au/
climate_changers

Landcare is for Everyone (L.I.F.E). Landcare Week is an annual celebration of Landcare held during the first
week of August to acknowledge the Australians who are actively restoring, enhancing and protecting the
natural environment in their community. Visit: Landcare Week - Landcare Australia Landcare Australia

Catchments, Corridors and Coasts. Engage in system thinking and connect with a range of local Education for
Sustainability (EfS) practitioners at this one-day workshop taking place at the Kings Park and Botanic Garden
Green Room. This event suits teachers, environmental educators, sustainability champions and more as it
explores how our productive networks can occur anywhere - from the upper catchment, throughout the corridor
and to the coast. Visit: https://aaeewa.org.au/ccc/

DIG (Dieback Information Group) Conference. This year’'s conference theme is “Seeing the Forest for the
Trees” — selected to recognise the importance of holistic management for Australia’s forest ecosystems, and
the pivotal role that environmental biosecurity and disease hygiene play in the health of these landscapes. The
timing of these discussions aligns with the launch of the conservation-forward 2024-2033 Forest Management
Plan. Visit: https://www.dwg.org.au/dig-2024/

Spirit of the Landscape Art Exhibition. This exhibition celebrates the vast landscapes of rural, regional and
remote Australia, through the eyes of exhibiting artists. Visit: https://visitmandurah.com/event/spirit-of-the-
landscape-art-exhibition/2024-09-07/

Wonders of our Wetlands Festival. Join us for a day of exploration, education, and family fun as we celebrate
the beauty and importance of our Ramsar 482 wetlands. Visit: Wonders of our Wetlands Festival | Peel-Harvey
Catchment Council

CCWA 2024 Conference at the Wetlands Centre, Cockburn. This year’s theme, Nature First, tackles urgent
environmental challenges like climate change, ecosystem collapse, waterway protection, and renewable
energy’s impact on nature. Visit: https://www.ccwa.org.au/save_the_date_2024_conference

Want to contribute an article about your property in the next B Subscribe to our e-newsletter here:
Lake Clifton Landcare Matters? ‘“M https./peel-harvey.org.au/wattle-quoll/

@ \\ See our website for available grants and funding

Please send your article to admin@peel-harvey.org.au opportunities: https://peel-harvey.org.au/grants/

admin@peel-harvey.org.au

L s o www.peel-harvey.org.au
‘\& WAROON This project is supported by PHCC through funding from the Shire of Waroona P y-0rg
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