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Welcome to Boonaroo (or Bunuru)- the season of adolescence. This is the hottest time of 
the year, strong easterly winds with cooling sea breezes for coastal living. A time to feast on 
seafood and freshwater foods from the rivers, estuaries, and coast. Marri trees are 
flowering, their white flowers offering a sweat nectar treat. 
 
 
 
2022 is here and it promises to be a challenging year as we face the reality of living with 
COVID. We are taking the safety of our staff and our community seriously and with good 
adaptive management we will ensure the continuity of working towards a flourishing 
interconnected landscape.  
True to this, it’s been a busy start for our fabulous staff.  
Steve Fisher presented a plenary lecture at the 18th Annual Wetlands Conference titled 
When international importance isn’t important enough: a case study in the power of 
community in protecting a Ramsar wetland. Steve’s presentation emphasised the 
importance of an engaged and well-informed community using scientific evidence to 
underpin arguments to influence decision makers - an approach I feel is needed across 
many areas that are threatened. 
Charlie Jones has been busy with the annual Shorebird ID workshops introducing more 
community members to the delights of our shorebirds followed by the annual shorebird 
count. This citizen science all contributes to BirdLife’s Australian Shorebird Monitoring 
Program which we support through funding from the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program. 
 
 
This year will see us preparing for the NLP contracts coming to completion in mid 2023 and 
the need to reapply. We call upon government to embed funding of environmental repair 
into a more sustainable model, not one dependant on one off cycles and the complexities 
and uncertainties that that entails. 
 
It is welcome news that the long-awaited national park in the Wheatbelt, the Dryandra 
Woodland, has been finally created. Covering over 17 000 hectare and home to some of 
Australia’s rarest and most venerable wildlife, including numbats, woylies and chuditch. This 
is significant step in preserving the precious biodiversity of Dryandra. 
 
Welcome to our two new staff members, Renee Barton and Kellie Beckwith. 
 
A very big thank you to Mel Durack, Charlie Jones and Steve Fisher for all of their work 
covering for Jane while she was on leave, and a very big welcome back to Jane. 
 
I look forward to working with you all in 2022 
 
Caroline Knight 


