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Hotham-Williams Project REPORT  
PHCC General Meeting December 2020 

Melanie Durack, Program Manager, Hotham Williams  

 

 

 

 

RLP – Numbat Neighbourhood      Jul 2018 – Jun 2023    $2,174,505  

Managed by Mel Durack, supported by Christine Townsend (Farmers for Fauna Coordinator) 3 days/week. 

 

- Delivery of Year 3 Quarter 2 tracking well and reporting will occur within the next few weeks. 

- Agreements for 2020/21 Community Environmental Grant Round are all signed and majority of 

purchase orders now sent to landholders for the 8 projects which include: 

o 14.8 km fencing 

o 162 ha vegetation protected 

o 9.5 ha weed control (revegetation preparing plus Juncus acutus & bridal creeper) 

o 8.5 ha revegetation 

o 14,000 ha feral animal control 

- An agreement was signed with Indigenous Workabout (IW) for a weed mapping project in several Shire 

of Cuballing reserves. Propose to continue to work with IW next year through weed spraying activities.  

- Weed mapping of bridal creeper has occurred by PHCC staff and volunteers along with Williams river in 

the Williams townsite in preparation to support spraying activities in 2021. This overlaps with the River 

Action Plan deliverables. 

- An agreement was formalized on 3rd December with PYNC (Daniel Christensen) to assist landholders 

with feral animal control around Dryandra Woodland. A review of the agreement will occur in June 

2021. 

- Agreement finalized to continue to support the partnership with DBCA to value add to Dryandra 

specific work including a fauna habitat survey, monitoring regimes and supporting the feral free 

enclosure until June 2021. 

- Land for Wildlife field visit for a Williams farmer is scheduled for the coming weeks.  

- PHCC coordinated a release of the RHDV1-K5 virus to control rabbits across the Boddington, Cuballing, 
Wandering and Williams Shires over 16th and 17th November with nearly 40 landholders participating. 
Follow-up will occur with landholders through post monitoring to record if there has been a reduction. 
Helen Parsons coordinates this project.  

- Regulation 7 and 10 granted under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 to enter and disturb a culturally 
significant site for the purpose of assisting local Noongar elder Mr Travis (Jock) Abraham with 
protecting a Noongar gravesite near Dryandra. PHCC will be assisting with erection of a fence around 
the gravesite, installing seating and planting seedlings. Work are planned to commence in the new year 
and planting next winter. 

- A numbat dig workshop was held with landholders and community members on 13th November in 
Dryandra Woodlands. The aim of the workshop was to teach landholders to identify numbat digs and 
scats to determine if numbats are utilizing on-farm habitat and moving out of Dryandra. 

- Mel and Christine along with volunteers, Victoria and Christina assisted with the annual Numbat dig 
survey in the Dryandra Woodland Numbat-Woylie enclosure over 27th and 28th November. 

- PHCC were able to support the annual Numbat drive survey (vehicle hire) in Dryandra woodland 
conducted by the Numbat Taskforce and Dr Tony Friend. 35 numbats were recorded which is more 
than 3 times the amount recorded in 2019! 
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- Monitoring of phascogale nest boxes in the East Yornaning Reserve has occurred, unfortunately with 
no sightings, however a suspected exist noise was heard! 

- Peter Denton who owns a small local Cuballing nursery and is a local vegetation expert was engaged to 
assist with species selection and a proposed planting program for a property near Narrogin. Through 
the recent grant (CEG) process PHCC proposed to support Juncus actus control pending the landholders 
confirmation to plant native species in the creekline which links to Dryandra woodland, rather than 
planting of Messina clover (non-Australian plant). A proposal to be provided to the CEO for approval 
and agreement subsequently prepared. 

- The project supported a recent Williams community fox shoot breakfast which saw 40 people cull 54 

foxes, 5 feral cats, 2 feral pigs and 189 rabbits over the 2 night event! 

 
 
Newmont - Hotham-Williams NRM & Conservation Project  Jan 2018 - Dec 2022    $500,000  
Managed by Mel Durack, supported by Kristy Gregory 2 days/week until 31th December 2020. 

 

- Further meetings have been held with the Wandering Shire to discuss plans for the Pumprheys Bridge 

proposed restoration works as a result of the River Action Plan (RAP). Further discussions on plans have 

been held with Williams Shire. PHCC have been invited to speak to the Wandering Shire at their next 

council meeting on 17th December. 

- An agreement is being prepared to engage Urbaqua to develop the detailed and site specific concept 

plans for the 8 sites which were field assessed through the RAP.  

- South32 have advised they will support PHCC’s $750K funding request to deliver community 

restoration projects as a result of the RAP as well as value adding to existing projects through 

supporting officer employment. A draft agreement is anticipated this month. 

- Restoration plans continue to be prepared for each of the 8 priority river sites by Kristy Gregory. 

- The PHCC-Newmont partnership which was a finalist in the 2020 Community Partnership Resource 

Sector Award’s was unfortunately not selected as the award winner. Further details see 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/12/Two-winners-announced-for-

Community-Partnership-Resources-Sector-Awards.aspx  

- Mel Durack continues to represent PHCC at the quarterly Newmont Community Reference Group 

meetings in 2020 and is the current chair. A visit to the Boddington site occurred on 17th December 

where an overview of environmental and community programs was provided. 

 

 

South32 - Tunbridge Gully Stage 3&4 (South32)    Jul 2018 – Jun 2021    $78,141  

Managed by Mel Durack and delivered by Helen Parsons working 2 days/week. 

 

- A weed and vegetation survey to compare results from a baseline 2015 is schedule to commence on 7th 

December. 

- The annual eco monitoring of transects has been undertaken in Tunbridge Gully to track the success of 

the native flora and fauna returning to the area. A significant reduction of Juncus actus was recorded 

along with increase in native flora and fauna. 

- South32 has been undertaking consultation for their expansion project ahead of a public 

environmental review period which is now due in early 2021. 

- Mel Durack continues to represent PHCC at the quarterly South32 Mine Community Liaison Committee 

meetings in 2020.  

- Helen Parsons assisting with this project and additional other project support 2 days per week. 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/12/Two-winners-announced-for-Community-Partnership-Resources-Sector-Awards.aspx__;!!GOZoAE6SQk4fYw!i2yKZfrZcUEXDSbqYB58sPW8-2XrmBeWBqEyuxPbLhzBvPmot2FYgxhPvqWdF6goCoIRYA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/12/Two-winners-announced-for-Community-Partnership-Resources-Sector-Awards.aspx__;!!GOZoAE6SQk4fYw!i2yKZfrZcUEXDSbqYB58sPW8-2XrmBeWBqEyuxPbLhzBvPmot2FYgxhPvqWdF6goCoIRYA$
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Hotham-Williams Shires MOU (subject to annual budget approvals)     Aug 2018 – Aug 2023 $180,000* 

Managed by Mel Durack and delivered by Helen Parsons working 2 days/week. 

 

- An official opening and sign unveiling of the Ranford Pool restoration area occurred on 24th November. 

PHCC have been supporting the Friends of the Reserves – Boddington (Inc.) (FOR) and the Boddington 

Shire by coordinating project works. 

- A funding application which PHCC assisted the FOR with for further bridal creeper control in the Shire 

of Boddington has been successful under State NRM funding community grants. Hotham-Williams staff 

with continue to assist the community group with the project. 

- Further liaison with Shires reported in other projects above. 

 

 

Other Project Support 

- Mel attend a workshop for the NRM Strategy Agriculture review on 11th November. 

- Worked with Karen Henderson to coordinate electronic purchase orders and procedure for the CEGs as 

well as training for the project officers involved with the Numbat, Greening Farms, Banksia and Black 

Cockatoo projects. 

- Supporting Black Cockatoo and Greening Farms project delivery in the Hotham-Williams as required. 

 

 
Planned Events (and/or PHCC sponsoring or presenting) – check website 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all face to have events have been delayed until later in 2020/early 2021. 

 

- Numbat Neighbourhood events: 

o Williams Primary School Excursion to Dryandra (inc. Project Numbat) – Date TBC 

o Managing your bushland & pest animal workshop proposed – Date TBC 

o Potential Project Numbat School Incursions – Date TBC 

o 1080 accreditation workshop – February 2021 

o Dieback Green Card Training (in conjunction with disease mapping) – TBC 

 

- Tunbridge Gully 

o Juncus acutus field Workshop (to be delivered with Greening Farms project) – Feb 2021 TBC 
 

 

 

Communications – See most recent issues of “Landcare Matters: Hotham Williams” November and 

December 2020 Editions – Attachment 1. 
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Work Health Safety  

- Mel attended WHS Training for Supervisors and Managers on 9th November through Pinnacle Safety 

along with Jane O’Malley and Steve Fisher. 

- Repairs have now occurred to verandah railing outside the Boddington office by the Shire of 

Boddington. 

- Purchase order approved to have recovery points installed on the Hotham-Williams vehicle and these 

will be fitted in December. 

 

 

Melanie Durack 

Program Manager, Hotham-Williams 
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Attachment 1: Hotham-Williams Landcare Matters – November and December 2020 
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