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Projects
• Murray River Bank Protection
• Murray River Action Plan
• Rivercare Incentive Grants Program

– Revegetation
– Fencing
– Stock Crossings
– Weed Control

• Rivercare Training
– 5 Day River Restoration Workshop, May 06
– 1 Day Workshops on Specific Topics



Murray River Bank Protection

• 2km of baffle boards installed
– 3 sites completed, 1 to go

• Sedges and rushes planted
– 6000 planted, 14,000 to go

• Sand bags placed on banks
• Revegetation

– 33,800 seedlings planted
• Fencing

– 3.4km of Murray River Fenced



Signage at 
Murray River 
Foreshore 
Reserve





















Murray River Action Plan

• Covers the Murray River from Delta to 
Pinjarra

• Plan has been in place since early 2005
• Highlights areas that need protecting
• Work on Bank Protection Project has been 

targeted through the plans priorities
• Extension of the Action Plan to reach 

scarp in 2007







Rivercare Incentive Grants Prgram
• $135,000 allocated to 30 projects in the Murray, 

Serpentine, Hotham and Williams Catchments 
covering more than 400ha

• All projects conducted by landholders and 
funding matched by cash and in-kind support

• Revegetation
– More than 30,000 seedlings

• Fencing
– 50km of fencing

• Stock Crossings
– 8 environmentally sensitive stock crossings

• Weed Control
– More than 50ha of weeds 

























Rivercare Training
• 5 Day River Restoration Workshop 

– 22nd to 26th May at Fairbridge
– Covers all aspects of River Restoration

• 1 Day Workshops
– River Rats Field Visit
– River Action Planning
– Planning and Implementing Projects
– Engineering in River Restoration
– Monitoring, 21st April
– River Paddle, 21st June











Partnerships
• Department of Environment

– Murray River Bank Protection
– Murray River Action Plan

• Landcare Centres
– Rivercare Incentive Grants Program
– Rivercare Training

• Shire of Murray 
– Murray River Bank Protection

• City of Mandurah
– Serpentine River Foreshore Recovery Project

• Greening Australia River Recovery Project
– New project, complimenting existing work

• Landholders and Community Members
– Assistance with incentive projects and community based projects

• Aboriginal Consultation
• Work for the Dole and Green Corps.





RIVER RESTORATION IN THE 
HARVEY RIVER BASIN

Jesse Steele       HRRT Rivercare Officer



WHY WAS THE TASKFORCE WHY WAS THE TASKFORCE 
ESTABLISHED ?ESTABLISHED ?

• Established in 2001 as a condition of building 
the Harvey Dam to: 
“restore and protect riparian values in the    
Harvey river basin”.

• Taskforce funds are overseen by a 
community panel of 14 members including 
representation from Local Government, DoE, 
Water Corporation, Harvey Water, LCDC’s
and community.

• A large consultation process produced a 
strategic document that identifies 6 key 
priority areas.



HARVEY DAM CONSTRUCTIONHARVEY DAM CONSTRUCTION

The impetus for the Taskforce came from WRC report “WRP 14”
(1999) which stated that: “Ecological values lost due to the Harvey 
dam should be regained in other areas of the basin”. 



FUNDINGFUNDING

• Taskforce commenced with $750,000 from 
Water Corporation to be invested on-ground 
over ten years.

• NHT Priority Project Funding 2003/04 
($227,000) and 2004/05 ($132,895)

• $365,000 SWCC Project Funding 2005/2006



HRRT PROJECT MAPHRRT PROJECT MAP



KEY PROJECTS: HARVEYKEY PROJECTS: HARVEY









COMMUNITY PROJECTSCOMMUNITY PROJECTS

• Provision of financial incentives to:

• Streamlining, e.g. fencing of creeks or drains
• Creating fauna/flora habitat, e.g. weed control 

and revegetation
• Linking waterways and remnant vegetation
• Off-stream watering points
• Stock crossings





BANCELL BROOK, YARLOOPBANCELL BROOK, YARLOOP

• Bancell Brook is one of the few unregulated 
streams in the Harvey Catchment

• Provides a carbon flow from forested uplands, 
but also allows upstream fish migration

• It is an important habitat for native fish (Spotted 
Minnow, Pigmy Perch)

• Barriers exist within the brook, specifically 
around road culverts and structures associated 
irrigation ‘slot boards’











UWA RESEARCH PROJECT: UWA RESEARCH PROJECT: 
LOWER HARVEY RIVERLOWER HARVEY RIVER



PROJECT OUTCOMESPROJECT OUTCOMES

• $35,500 community project funding delivered 
with 16Ha restored and 16,500 seedlings 
planting

• Strategic project funding has restored over 20Ha 
of riparian land, with 28,500 seedlings planted 
and involved approximately 250 volunteers
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